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We should be more serious than Maharaja Pariksit. Pariksit Maharaja had at least some time to live,
seven days. But we do not know whether we will live for seven more minutes. At any moment your
heart can fail you. You do not know. It may happen when you are going through the street, just like
the two boys who were coming here. They did not know that they were going to be killed. Our life is
so jeopardized. At any moment I can die. That’s a fact. So Pariksit Maharaja had the opportunity of
hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam for seven days, but I do not know if I have the opportunity to read
Srimad-Bhagavatam for seven minutes. So let me read it very seriously. That should be our attitude.
Not that, “Oh, Panksit Maharaja was given seven days’ notice. I have no such notice. I may live for
seven millions of years.” That is our disease.

-- Lecture by Srila Prabhupada

June 6, 1972/ Los Angeles
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-- Preface

Preface

In this book, written for devotees, I advocate that everyone should read Prabhupada’s books as a
daily function. To remind devotees of their daily reading duties is not to take a controversial stand,
for Srila Prabhupada often said and wrote that it should be done. Yet, some may react with shock or a
challenge when they come face to face with this proposal. Some may even claim it my concoction
that I place daily reading as a “must,” as being almost as important as chanting sixteen rounds of the
Hare Krsna mantra daily. Therefore, I have gathered numerous quotes from Srila Prabhupada to
support my claim. For example, one who knows Srila Prabhupada’s instructions cannot rightly say
that hearing the Srimad-Bhagavatam class daily each morning is optional. No, it is a must. “You
introduce this system in all the centers of your zone,” wrote Prabhupada to a G.B.C. secretary, “and
you will see that everyone becomes very much enlivened by these daily classes” (letter of June 16,
1972). As for my stress herein on daily reading in addition to the daily hearing in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam class, I am happy to be an advocate for this cause even if, technically speaking, it is not
in the category of a devotee’s bare minimum quota of following the four regulative principles of no
meat-eating, no illicit sex, no intoxication, no gambling, and the chanting of sixteen rounds.

Certainly regular reading is an absolute must. So what should we understand “regular” to mean?
Should it mean “once a week” or “once a month” or “whenever I get a chance”? By stating that we
should read Srila Prabhupada’s books every day, I am trying to suggest a helpful program for all
devotees, especially those who may not be reading very regularly. Take it, if you will, that I am
advocating a new program, a change in present habits. There are many popular self-help books
wherein an enthusiast gives some bright advice in a simple, practical form, such as A Way to Perfect
Physical Health in Twenty Minutes a Day, or How to Become a Millionaire in Your Spare Time. So
even if you consider “Srila Prabhupada’s Plan for Krsna Conscious Perfection by the Daily Reading
of His Books” as an “extra” suggestion, it is a good suggestion, relatively simple, and authorized by
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

For years I wanted to compile a book like this, but I hesitated, worrying that it might be too similar to
Japa Reform Notebook. I also did not want to present myself as someone who thinks he knows better
than others, especially if my claim was seen as my own “thing.” And I also hesitated because my own
reading habits leave much to be desired. But these doubts gradually dissolved. I found sufficient
subject matter to discuss the importance of reading Prabhupada’s books distinct from discussion
about japa. For example, in Japa Reform Notebook, I assumed that devotees were chanting sixteen
rounds daily, and T presented sastric evidence to help improve daily chanting. But in the case of
reading reform, there is more a need to address the problem of not reading at all. As for my hesitancy

in thinking that the book might be considered as my own sectarian interest, that vanished when I read



through Srila Prabhupada’s statements in his letters on this subject. Therefore, Srila Prabhupada’s
statements in letters form the main basis of this presentation.

If T were to wait for the day when my own reading of Srila Prabhupada’s books reached the stage of
spontaneous ecstasy, I might never be able to write on the subject at all. Yet, since I have adopted
reading his books daily as an essential part of my Krsna conscious sadhana, I felt it would not be
hypocritical for me to advocate it to others. I am a convert to the daily reading plan. As I struggle
each day to become Krsna conscious, I can attest to the great importance of reading Srila
Prabhupada’s books. In fact, I feel that without daily reading his books, attaining a decent level of
Krsna consciousness is impossible. Or in other words, I feel myself at once vulnerable to maya when
I fail to read Prabhupada’s books on a given day. So I invite the reader to hear from Prabhupada on
the importance of reading his books daily and then to take up such reading as an essential aspect of

his own practice of Krsna consciousness.



-- Introduction

Introduction
The Awful Truth

How many devotees in the Krsna consciousness movement do not regularly read Srila Prabhupada’s
books?

The answer is, “Too many.” There are various reasons for not reading, but the conclusion is always
an unfortunate one.

The awful truth is often kept a secret or admitted only reluctantly. A temple president admits that he
spares very little time, even on a weekly basis, to look through Prabhupada’s books. And even when
he sets aside some time, he finds it difficult to read attentively. A sankirtana leader says that when he
opens Prabhupada’s books, his mind reels with a million distracting thoughts. An artist who paints
pictures of krsna-lila admits that he has never read the entire Bhagavad-gita, although he has been an
initiated devotee for five years.

“I hate to admit it, but I find the books boring.” “I sleep whenever I try to read.” “I have no time.”
Statements such as these are all too common, and they reveal some of the prevalent maladies. Some
devotees with poor reading habits make a kind of half-hearted defense. They view their lack
philanthropically, saying that at least they are helping others to read the books by distributing them or
by working to help maintain the Krsna consciousness movement. Others are complacent about their
reading shortcomings or are simply unaware of the importance of reading every day. But the awful
truth is that most of us need to reform our reading habits. It is to this end that we offer the present
book.

One of Prabhupada’s most forceful statements on the importance of reading his books occurs in a
purport in the Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila (25.278):

All of the devotees connected with this Krsna consciousness movement must read all of the books
that have been translated (Caitanya-caritamrta, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita and others).
Otherwise, after so me time, they will simply eat, sleep and fall down from their position. Thus they
will miss the opportunity to attain an eternal, blissful life of transcendental pleasure.

Understanding the importance of regularly reading Prabhupada’s books, we should take up the
practice of reading every day. Krsna consciousness is a science, and we cannot expect to execute it
properly if we defy its canons and procedures. One can go without eating for some time, but
eventually one’s health will lapse. And as stated in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, sruti smrti puranadi.
One can be enthusiastic, but if one does not act in accordance with scriptural injunction, then in the

end one will simply create a disturbance in society.



The main thrust and substance of this book is contained in Chapter One, “Quotes on Reading from
the Letters of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.” By a selection of numerous
instructions from Prabhupada, it is conclusively established that he wanted all of his followers to read
his books regularly and seriously. In my brief commentaries to these letters, I have included
additional quotes from Prabhupada, and I have attempted to preach in his mood on the same points.
Chapter Two is a selection from various journals I have kept in my ongoing struggle to bring my
reading practices up to the level desired by Srila Prabhupada. The third chapter consists of question
—usually of a doubting or challenging nature—that devotees frequently ask and that show some of
the excuses devotees give for not reading regularly. I have tried not to make the book too lengthy in
the hopes that the devotee-reader will quickly get the message, put down this book, and go on to

establish the regular reading of Prabhupada’s books in his devotional life.



o QUOIES

Quotes
1. Srila Prabhupada’s Early and Simple Instructions to Read and to Remember Krsna

I. Srila Prabhupada’s Early And Simple Instructions To Read And To Remember Krsna

1. “Please regularly chant Hare Krsna and read Srimad-Bhagavatam, and very soon you will get other
books also, like Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Teachings of Lord Caitanya, and always read and talk about
Krsna between yourselves, and always remember that this life is but a flash only. We have to seek
after our eternal life in Krsna consciousness and be transferred to the spiritual world in the
association of Krsna. Continue to keep your present attitude and certainly even within this life, you

will be successful in attaining perfection of Krsna consciousness.”

(Letter to Dayananda, July 7, 1968)

COMMENTARY

In this early letter Srila Prabhupada indicates that reading his books daily is as basic to attaining the
perfection of Krsna consciousness as chanting Hare Krsna, and he promises that if the devotees
maintain their desire to read about Krsna, then they will return to the spiritual world at the end of
their life. Prabhupada established the Krsna consciousness movement on the foundation of his books,
and these books form the basis for all other activities in the Krsna consciousness movement.

In The Nectar of Devotion, Prabhupada states that the foremost activity of the spiritual master is to
preach. “In this connection,” Prabhupada writes, “Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja
recommended that a spiritual master print books. If one has money, instead of constructing costly
temples, one should spend his money for the publication of authorized books in different languages
for propagating the Krsna consciousness movement. “

As his books appeared in print, Prabhupada would repeatedly stress his purpose in publishing: to
create and maintain devotees. Prabhupada desired that the devotees become spiritually strong by
reading his books, and that they go out and distribute those books and thus increase the family of
devotees. Prabhupada desired that his books thus create a spiritual revolution throughout the world.
And he assured success to whoever took up the practice. “The teachings presented in this book are
nondifferent from the Lord,” Prabhupada writes in the preface to Teachings of Lord Caitanya. And he
wrote similarly in the preface to Krsna.

We therefore ask everyone to take advantage of this great transcendental literature. One will find that

by reading one page after another, an immense treasure of knowledge in art, science, literature,



philosophy and religion will be revealed, and ultimately by reading this one book, Krsna, love of God
will fructify.

2. “You are always at liberty to inquire from me about all such questions in the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Bhagavad-gita, and I am so glad that you are reading all these books so carefully. That is our business
—we shall chant Hare Krsna or read Srimad-Bhagavatam or associate with devotees in the temple, so
that program shall go on continually for constantly remembering Krsna, and we shall never forget

Him, even for a moment.

... Formerly great aristocratic families, kings, and rich men, they used to engage a qualified brahmana
to copy Srimad-Bhagavatam in handwriting and then present it to a suitable person, especially
brahmanas, in a gold casket. That was the system.... That was a great work of charity... Still there are
many rich men in India who have engaged learned brahmanas to copy Srimad-Bhagavatam in
handwriting, and they gave in charity, to a qualified person, in the above way.”

(Letter to Candravali, October 16, 1968)

COMMENTARY

Here, as in the previous letter, the reading of Srimad-Bhagavatam is linked with the chanting of Hare
Krsna as a regular program by which the devotees may constantly remember Krsna. Although in this
letter Srila Prabhupada encourages the devotees to inquire from him if they have questions about the
philosophy, in letters of later years he would instruct the devotees to turn to his books for answers to
their questions. “If you want to know me,” Prabhupada would say, “read my books.” But even in the
early years, Prabhupada encouraged the careful reading of his books. Today, Prabhupada’s books
provide the ultimate recourse for devotees with questions. By following Prabhupada’s recommended
program of reading his books daily, devotees are able to remember Krsna constantly.

The auspicious practice of distributing the Srimad-Bhagavatam benefits both the giver and the
receiver. Although giving handwritten copies of the Bhagavatam to qualified persons as charity is a
thing of the past, a form of this practice continues today, based on Prabhupada’s desire that everyone
receive a full set of his books. And today it is possible to purchase a handsome set of Srila
Prabhupada’s books for only a few hundred dollars.

The great benefit of reading or simply keeping Krsna conscious books in one’s home is described in

The Nectar of Devotion, page 101, quoting the Skanda Purana:

A person who is constantly engaged in reading literature enunciating the cultivation of Vaisnava
devotional service is always glorious in human society, and certainly Lord Krsna becomes pleased
with him. A person who very carefully keeps such literature at home and offers respectful obeisances

to it becomes freed from all sinful reactions and ultimately becomes worshipable by the demigods.



This and similar statements from the Vedic literature help us to appreciate the opportunity that is now
so readily available to us. We should not, however, be like the homeowner who simply keeps
prestigious book collections on his shelves but finds neither the time nor the desire to read them.

2. Early Instructions to Read One Chapter of Bhagavad-gita Daily and to Become Preachers
Ii. Early Instructions To Read One Chapter Of Bhagavad-Gita Daily And To Become Preachers

1. “Study Bhagavad-gita As It Is and Srimad-Bhagavatam and continue to help your Godbrothers in
developing Krsna consciousness. Develop your preaching in this way, and this will be the most

successful and appreciated endeavor.

“When you study very carefully all of the literatures which are available, especially Bhagavad-gita
As It Is, you will have in your grasp answers to all questions that may be put to you. Please
encourage the others to read this Bhagavad-gita at least one chapter every day.”

(Letter to Upendra, January 6, 1969)

COMMENTARY

In this letter, Prabhupada advises the devotees to read one chapter of Bhagavad-gita daily. Although
Prabhupada does not absolutely require that the devotees do this, a suggestion from the spiritual
master is very valuable, and those devotees who take up this advice will be successful. Ultimately,
each devotee has to help himself. We must each shoulder the personal responsibility of remaining
strong in spiritual life. But by studying Prabhupada’s books and by encouraging our fellow devotees
to do the same, we can all help ourselves. And it is only by remaining strong that we can preach. The
spiritual strength to remain enthusiastic in our service and the strength to preach to the nondevotees
are both based on reading Srila Prabhupada’s books. And of all of Srila Prabhupada’s books,

Bhagavad-gita As It Is is especially well suited for meeting challenges while on the preaching field.

2. “You should all read very carefully Srimad-Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita and should be able to
answer all questions ... and only in rare cases approach me [for the answers]. But it is important that

our students must be able to answer all questions for becoming preachers.”

(Letter to Aniruddha, November 14, 1968)

“I am very pleased that you are inclined to read and study our books with such seriousness. Thank
you very much. We want good preachers also. Preaching shouldn’t depend on me only. My disciples
should all become good preachers, and that depends on studying the books nicely so that you can

arrive at the right conclusion.”



(Letter to Hrdayananda, July 5, 1971)

COMMENTARY

Preaching depends on the ability to answer all questions, regardless of how intricate or complex those
questions may be. Although tirelessly willing to answer any of his disciples’ questions, Srila
Prabhupada indicates in these two letters that the answers to all questions about Krsna consciousness
may be found by a thoughtful reading of his books.

In the present age, it is not possible to remember everything that we read. Gone are the days of
srutidhara, in which a devotee could remember for his entire lifetime what he had heard only once or
at most three times. But when we speak, we should not have to rely upon the indexes of Prabhupada’s
books for information, nor should we have to reach for a book whenever we are asked a question.
Prabhupada once mocked the learning of a person who says, “I do not know the answer personally,
but I will get the book.” Our own explanations of the philosophy may not be as perfect as the
explanations found in Prabhupada’s books, and we should direct others to the books. But when
directly preaching to either devotees or nondevotees, there is no substitute for realized knowledge
acquired by regularly reading. And even if we do have poor memories in this age, we may
nevertheless go on reading and appreciating the books in new ways. Reading all of the books once or
even three times is not enough. We should never be satiated or think we know it all. And daily

reading is especially important when one is not a srutidhara.

3. “You should make effort to finish your sixteen rounds whenever possible. As you are an important
worker there and you have so many important duties, especially to take care of the cows, it may not
be possible for you to stop your work for chanting sixteen rounds. But as much as possible you
should try to fulfill the goal of sixteen rounds daily. You should not fall too much short of this goal.
That will not be good. Similarly, you must read Bhagavad-gita at least a few verses every day and
think about them throughout the day. The best thing is to read one chapter daily, but if you can
meditate upon a few verses of Bhagavad-gita every day, that is better than reading for simply one

hour and then forgetting the topics until the next reading.

(Letter to Paramananda, July 29, 1969)

COMMENTARY

In this letter, Srila Prabhupada gives a reading program suitable for the busiest worker. Although
Paramananda did not have enough time to finish his rounds all at once, Prabhupada nevertheless
requires him to read at least a few verses of Bhagavad-gita every day. This letter shows that daily
reading is as important as daily chanting and that a busy schedule is no excuse.

3. By Reading We Become Fixed in Krsna, Free of Doubt, and Leaders Especially Will be Able to

Answer All Questions



Iii. By Reading We Become Fixed In Krsna Consciousness, Free Of Doubt, And Leaders Especially
Will Be Able To Answer All Questions

1. “I think all of these questions should be answered by the presidents locally. So you study all our
books very nicely, and all the doubts and questions may be answered locally. In case of difficult

questions, it may be referred to me.”

(Letter to Gurudasa, March 2, 1970)

COMMENTARY

The temple president is the spiritual and philosophical leader of the local Krsna conscious
community. Other community members look to him for answers to their questions, and it is his
responsibility to encourage the members and guide them in their spiritual lives.

The spiritual strength to steadily guide and encourage the devotees can only come by regularly
reading Prabhupada’s books. It takes more than an ability to manage. Accountants and business
consultants may from time to time be hired from the karmi world, but only a qualified Krsna
conscious brahmana can serve as a temple president. For this reason, the program of reading daily
from Srila Prabhupada’s books should begin with the temple presidents. Just as we require daily
food, exercise, and rest for physical strength, so too must the leaders and teachers of Krsna
consciousness imbibe Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam on a daily basis in order to maintain

the spiritual strength needed to guide this movement.

2. “All the devotees who desire to know may ask their questions to the elderly members, but still they
are open to write me for all their questions. . . . I reply each and every letter I receive. . . . but it is
better if simple questions are solved among yourselves in the ista-gosthi class. Every one of you must
regularly read our books at least twice—in the morning and evening—and automatically all questions

will be answered.”

(Letter to Ranadhira, January 24, 1970)

COMMENTARY

In this letter Srila Prabhupada orders all devotees to read his books every day, both in the morning
and evening, and he says that by doing this all of the devotees’ questions will be answered. In this
letter Prabhupada also instructs the newer devotees to turn to the “elderly members,” or the senior
devotees, for answers to their questions. And from where do the seniors draw their sustenance? From

Prabhupada’s books. The whole world will be drawing sustenance from these books for the next ten



thousand years. Why should we lose out on the mercy’? Everyone should take advantage of these
books, especially those devotees who are looked to by others.

Ista-gosthi means to discuss what the spiritual master has said. In such discussions the most
significant contributions are made by those devotees who have realized the knowledge gained from
reading Prabhupada’s books. Such devotees are of real help to the others, not those who dominate
others by bluffing.

A devotee is a living transcendentalist who must think on his feet and answer difficult questions
without hesitating. In a Bhagavad-gita purport, Prabhupada states that when one has a bona fide
spiritual master he can know everything (purport to Bg. 2.7). When asked what this means,
Prabhupada replied that it means the disciple should know everything the spiritual master knows.

One achieves this by regularly hearing from the spiritual master and by serving his order.

3. “I want you leaders especially to become absorbed in the philosophy of Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and become yourselves completely convinced and free from all doubt. On this platform
you shall be able to carry on the work satisfactorily, but if there is a lack of knowledge or if there is
forgetfulness, everything will be spoiled in time. So especially you must encourage the students to
read our books throughout the day as much as possible, and give them all good advice how to
understand the books, and inspire them to study the things from every point of view. Better to boil the
milk very vigorously and make it thick and sweet—that is the best progress. So let us concentrate on
training our devotees very thoroughly in the knowledge of Krsna consciousness from our books,

from tapes, by discussing always, and in so many ways instruct them in the right propositions.”

(Letter to Hamsaduta, June 22, 1972)

COMMENTARY

In this letter Srila Prabhupada instructs his leaders in the proper way to train new devotees. To
provide proper guidance, leaders must be thoroughly convinced of the philosophy and free from
doubt. Doubt is like a decay that wears away a devotee’s convictions. Prabhupada warns that if a
devotee has doubts or does not know his books thoroughly or if he forgets what he reads, “everything
will be spoiled in time.” To destroy all doubts, the devotees should absorb themselves in the
philosophy by reading and discussing Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam regularly.

Leaders should not just send the other devotees to the books, but they should also guide them in how
to understand what they read. Newcomers especially should have regular classes for learning
Prabhupada’s books.



4. “You are experiencing some doubts that you cannot believe that the Krsna from Krsna book can be
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, that it must be like some fairy tale. To clear up these things the
best remedy is to discuss amongst yourselves and all members regularly all our books in classes, then
these doubts will be killed. Without reading books it becomes hackneyed and such obnoxious ideas
trouble us. Our thoughts are always changing; that is the nature of the mind. So you cannot expect
that even the great saintly persons are free from thoughts, coming and going. But after thinking there
is feeling and willing; willing being the stage of putting the thoughts into action. So if we are able to
employ our intelligence, then we will kill the thoughts before they become manifest in activity. But
because we are so much inclined to enjoy something unintelligently, we have to therefore sharpen our
intelligence daily by reading and discussing and preaching to others. In this may, we are able very
easily to defeat all challengers to our philosophy, and everything becomes very clear as it is revealed
from different angles of vision. Krsna makes a promise to one who is striving to serve Him sincerely
that He will give such devotee the intelligence by which he may come to Him. Therefore we should
always pray that Krsna kindly provide me the intelligence to kill all demons of doubt, and because

He understands the heart of His sincere devotee, immediately He gives assistance.”

(Letter to Satyabhama, February 28, 1972)

COMMENTARY

In the Fourth Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita, Arjuna asks Lord Krsna how it is possible that Krsna
taught the science of yoga to the sun-god, Vivasvan, who is senior to Krsna by birth. Krsna answers
that both He and Arjuna have taken birth many times in the past but that Arjuna cannot remember. In
this way, Krsna slays Arjuna’s doubt. Maharaja Pariksit raised similar doubts before Sukadeva
Gosvami, and by his philosophical explanations, Sukadeva satisfied the king. Srila Madhvacarya and
Baladeva Vidyabhusana would often preach by raising hypothetical doubts and by then destroying
those doubts through presenting pure Krsna conscious philosophy. Similarly, Srila Prabhupada’s
purports are filled with doubt-killing explanations, but if we just speculate about spiritual life without
turning to those explanations, then doubts may trouble us.

Prabhupada says that even the minds of great saintly personalities are prone to change. Therefore we
should “sharpen our intelligence daily by reading and discussing and preaching to others.” This will
allow us to understand the absolute truth from different angles of vision, and we will be able to defeat
our own mind’s challenges as well as the challenges of others. By constantly hearing from Srila
Prabhupada’s books in the association of advanced devotees, we will not fall prey to doubt. We know
quite well what the atheists and other nondevotees think of the Vedic literature. We can see that we
are practically surrounded by disbelievers and sense gratifiers who reject the Vedas as mythology.
But by associating with the devotees and by reading Prabhupada’s books, we will not be infected by

that demon of doubt that threatens us at every moment. As Lord Krsna says to Arjuna, “The doubts



which have arisen in your heart out of ignorance should be slashed by the weapon of knowledge.
Armed with yoga, O Bharata, stand and fight” (Bg. 4.42).

5. “Nowadays it seems that many of the older disciples like yourself are having difficulty. If you do
not set the example for the younger students and take the responsibility for instructing them in the
right line, how will things go on? Try to always study our books and see our philosophy from
different lights of directions. Become convinced yourself of this knowledge, and without a doubt all

your difficulties of mind will disappear forever and you will see Krsna face to face.”

(Letter to Bhagavatananda, July 8, 1972)

COMMENTARY

In almost every case, trouble in devotional life begins when a devotee loses touch with Krsna’s
instructions. Even Arjuna met with difficulty when he forgot the instructions Krsna had imparted to
him on the battlefield of Kuruksetra.

Bhagavatananda has written to Srila Prabhupada in a state of confusion characteristic of someone on
the mental platform. “I can understand that you are confused in your mind,” Prabhupada answers
elsewhere in his letter quoted above, “because you do not want this and you do not want that, and
you say that you might like another thing.” Prabhupada then instructs his ailing disciple to free
himself of his confusions by constantly studying the books. In the role of a transcendental doctor,
Prabhupada prescribes the reading of his books as the remedy for the difficulties of the mind.
Prabhupada’s books reveal Krsna to the devotee’s intelligence in the form of transcendental
knowledge and personal instruction, and all mental dissatisfactions are cured by the devotee who
accepts those instructions. It is therefore the responsibility of each devotee in ISKCON to study this
philosophy and thus to protect himself from spiritual weakness. The devotee who understands the
philosophy with his intelligence remains fixed in Krsna consciousness. He does not place conditions
on his service or attempt to adjust matters to suit his liking. Rather, he controls his senses and lives
peacefully. “AVaisnava,” Prabhupada writes in his letter, “means one who is able to sit down
anywhere, under any condition, and be happy. He wants only a place to lie down, a little prasadam,
and if there is a little service he can do, he says ‘Gladly let me do it for Krsna.” That’s all.”

When newcomers see older devotees in confusion about the basics of Krsna consciousness, the effect
can be devastating. Prabhupada indicates that it is the responsibility of ISKCON’s managers and
senior members to give the devotees facility to hear the philosophy. If not, “how will things go on?”
The spiritual survival of ISKCON as a whole as well as the spiritual lives of its individual members

depend on reading these books regularly.



6. “Yes, as a sannyasi and G.B.C. your first duty is to read my books. Otherwise, how will you
preach? In order to remain steadily fixed in Krsna consciousness there must be a sound philosophical
understanding. Otherwise it will become only sentiment. Whenever you find the time, please read my
books.”

(Letter to Satsvarupa dasa Goswami, January 5, 1976)

COMMENTARY

I received this letter from Prabhupada in January 1976 while traveling with the library party
distributing sets of Prabhupada’s books to the universities. By the time I received this letter, the
administrative organization of the party had become very stable, and my schedule allowed for several
hours of reading every day. Because I did not want to become a kind of false babaji or reject the
preaching, I had written to Srila Prabhupada asking if he approved of my reading so much. In his
answer to mv letter, Prabhupada indicates that as a sannyasi and a member of the G.B.C., my first
duty is to

read his books, and he indicates that this is the practical basis for all preaching work. Sannyasis and
others cannot preach unless they acquire philosophical strength from reading Prabhupada’s books.
Some may be motivated by sentiment to take up Krsna consciousness in a temporary way, but if one
wants to make a permanent commitment to this movement, then he must make a permanent
commitment to regularly read Srila Prabhupada’s books.

While managing Back to Godhead magazine in Los Angeles, I made a sign and hung it on the
bookshelf above my desk. The sign said, “WHENEVER YOU GET TIME, PLEASE READ MY
BOOKS,” and it reminded me of my duty to read as much as possible every day. Sometimes we hear
of expert executive consultants who give advice how managers should organize their time. They say
that between seeing clients one should cram books about how to succeed. Similarly, devotees should
read Prabhupada’s books in between their other tasks.

We are serving Krsna, and by always remaining in touch with Him, by reading Prabhupada’s books,
our service will improve. But if we do not read regularly, we will forget whom we are really working
for, and we will lose the inspiration and courage to serve Krsna under any circumstance.

4. Srila Prabhupada’s Examination System

Iv. Srila Prabhupada’s Examination System

1. “In addition to the chanting of our sixteen rounds daily, we must all read at least one chapter of the
Bhagavad-gita.... We are printing these books not for money but so that all devotees will read and
understand. On Janmastami day, next September, those students who wish may take an examination
on Bhagavad-gita. Those passing will receive a certificate and title of Bhaktisastri, an official

ministerial status.”



(Memo to all temples, November 24, 1968)

COMMENTARY

Prabhupada often spoke of the Krsna consciousness movement as being the only educational system
in the world that teaches the science of the soul and of God. In order to encourage the devotees to
seriously and systematically study the science, he encouraged them to test their knowledge of his
books by taking examinations, and he asked that certificates be awarded to those devotees who did
well. In later years, the G.B.C. resolved that each zone in ISKCON give facility for those devotees
who want to test their knowledge of Prabhupada’s books in this way.

Most authors are absorbed in thoughts of how to increase the commercial sales of their books or how
their books can be made into Hollywood movies. In the memo quoted above, however, Prabhupada
states that his books are not printed for money but rather for the benefit of the devotees. Practically
speaking, Prabhupada’s books can only be appreciated by the devotees. And, in a way, all preaching
activities are meant to bring persons to the standard where they can read and appreciate Prabhupada’s
books. It is essential that the devotees appreciate Prabhupada’s books by reading them carefully.
Once they are on that standard, they may progress further and be recognized as Bhaktisastri or
Bhaktivedanta.

2. “Next January there will be an examination on this Bhagavad-gita. Papers will be sent by me to all
centers, and those securing the minimum passing grade will be given the title of Bhaktisastri.
Similarly, another examination will be held on Lord Caitanya’s appearance day in February 1970,
and it will be upon Srimad-Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita. Those passing will get the title of
Bhaktivaibhava. Another examination will be held sometime in 1971 on the four books, Bhagavad-
gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Teachings of Lord Caitanya, and The Nectar of Devotion. One who will
pass this examination will be awarded with the title of Bhaktivedanta. I want all of my spiritual sons
and daughters will inherit this title of Bhaktivedanta so that the family transcendental diploma of
Bhaktivedanta will continue through the generations. Those possessing the title of Bhaktivedanta will
be allowed to initiate disciples. Maybe by 1975, all of my disciples will be allowed to initiate and
increase the numbers of the generations. This is my program. So we should not simply publish these
books for reading by outsiders, but our students must be well versed in all of our books so that we

can be prepared to defeat all opposing parties in the matter of self-realization.”

(Letter to Hamsaduta, December 3, 1968)
COMMENTARY
Srila Prabhupada gave only the first of the three examinations mentioned in this letter. The test

consisted of short essay questions, and almost everyone who took it passed and received a



Bhaktisastri certificate. Prabhupada expresses his desire that all of his disciples understand his books
thoroughly and thus become qualified to receive the title of Bhaktivedanta. Elsewhere Prabhupada
explains that the title Bhaktivedanta startles the Mayavadis, who cannot understand how the study of
Vedanta belongs to the path of devotional service.

Reading is preaching; there is no duality between the two activities. The basic purpose behind every
devotee’s service is to spread the Krsna consciousness movement. That is the ultimate goal of all of
our activities. But a devotee cannot remain strong and steady in his service unless he regularly reads
the books and understands the conclusions. Devotees should therefore study intensely, become
Bhaktisatris (and eventually Bhaktivedantas), and bring new members to the Krsna consciousness

movement.

3. “Regarding Brahma-samhita, this book shall be included in the examination of the second year
along with Srimad-Bhagavatam. ... First study carefully the Bhagavad-gita As It Is. This is the most

important book and you should learn it first.”

(Letter to Hamsaduta, January 21, 1969)
4. “In this way, you have to understand by studying carefully the philosophy. We have got so many
books now, and I want all of my disciples to read them carefully. Soon we shall be instituting

Bhaktisastri examinations, and all brahmanas will have to pass.”

(Letter to Upendra, January 7. 1976)

COMMENTARY

By 1976 Prabhupada had become concerned about the number of his second-initiated disciples and
even sannyasis who had abandoned the regulative principles and left the movement. Prabhupada
identified the malady as insufficient knowledge and realization of his books. To correct the problem
Prabhupada expanded and revitalized the exam system he originally introduced in 1969. In addition
to the Bhaktisastri, Bhaktivaibhava, and Bhaktivedanta exams, Prabhupada offered the
Bhaktisarvabhauma exam. This exam tested the devotees’ knowledge of the Bhagavad-gita, The
Nectar of Devotion, Sri Isopanisad, all of the paperback books, the entire Srimad-Bhagavatam, and
the entire Caitanya-caritamrta. Although there can be no guarantee that a devotee will not fall away,
exams such as these assure that candidates for brahminical and sannyasa initiations have some
knowledge. In this way, the exam system goes far to eliminate cheap initiations.

Prabhupada’s plan to test the devotees’ knowledge of his books compels the devotees to do the
needful. If, after hearing so many instructions, one still does not understand the necessity of reading

the books, then he should not be recognized as a brahmana or a sannyasi.



The spirit behind the exam may be adopted by devotees working either to establish divisions within
the varnasrama-dharma system or to define the qualifications of pure Vaisnavism. This will also help
to maintain the health and vitality of the institution of ISKCON.

5. “Also you must see that the brahmanas are given sufficient time to read the books. Soon we shall
be introducing the Bhaktisastri examination which all brahmanas will be expected to pass. It will be
based on Bhagavad-gita, The Nectar of Devotion, Nectar of Instruction, Isopanisad, and the small

paperback books like Easy Journey. A brahmana should be pandita.”

(Letter to Vrsakapi, January 7, 1976)

COMMENTARY

The temple manager must give every devotee time to read Srila Prabhupada’s books every day. This
instruction should not be considered a threat to the management of the temple, but it requires careful
planning. And the devotees will not look upon their reading time as an excuse to avoid work if the
temple manager organizes the devotees’ schedules properly.

Especially it is important that the brahmanas be given time to read. If the brahmanas actually absorb
Krsna conscious knowledge by reading Prabhupada’s books every day, then the overall effect upon

temple operations will be auspicious.

6. “I have also suggested for the G.B.C.’s consideration, that we introduce a system of examinations
for the devotees to take. Sometimes there is criticism that our men are not sufficiently learned,
especially the brahmanas. Of course second initiation does not depend upon passing an examination.
How one has molded his life—chanting, attending arati, etc., these are essential. Still, brahmana
means pandita. Therefore I am suggesting the following examinations: Bhaktisastri
Bhaktivaibhava . . . Bhaktivedanta . . . Bhaktisarvabhauma . . . [These four tests] can correspond to
entrance [examination], B.A., M.A., Ph.D.

(Letter to Svarupa Damodara, January 7, 1976)

COMMENTARY

In many letters of 1976 Prabhupada discusses the examination system, stressing that brahmanas in
particular should take the Bhaktisastri exam. Upon reading these letters, some devotees became
anxious, thinking that only those devotees who passed the exam could be brahmanas. Some wanted
to study the books for many hours a day, even to the point of neglecting other duties. I wrote

Prabhupada a letter asking about this, and he replied as follows:



“Regarding the examinations, the idea is that anyone, after studying the books, who wants to gain the
title of Bhaktisastri, can take the exam. This is academic—just like a brahmana with sastric
knowledge and a brahmana without. It is optional—one who wants may take. The real purpose is that
our men should not be neglectful of the philosophy. The examinations will begin on Gaura-purnima,
1977, not this year, so there is no reason why any of the devotees should give up their normal
engagement” (February 3, 1976). In this letter and in his letter to Svarupa Damodara, Prabhupada
clarifies the issue by stating that brahmanas are not required to pass the exam. Prabhupada makes the
further point that advancement in Krsna consciousness goes beyond academic study to include such
activities as chanting Hare Krsna and attending the morning program. Certainly the daily reading of
Srila Prabhupada’s books is as basic to the prosecution of Krsna consciousness as any other
devotional activity, but the conscientious reader does so within the context of a well-rounded Krsna
conscious life. Some brahmanas are sastric and some are not, but all devotees should read the books

and then supplement that reading by practical work for Krsna.

In society at large, we do not expect everyone to receive an M.A. degree or a Ph.D., and neither
should this be expected in the Krsna conscious society. Nevertheless, there is scope for academic
qualification within the society of devotees, and those devotees who desire such qualification—
especially brahmanas and sannyasis—should earn their degree by transcendental study.

5. Srila Prabhupada’s Books Are Sufficient, and Outside Reading is Not Recommended
V. Srila Prabhupada’s Books Are Sufficient, And Outside Reading Is Not Recommended

1. “Practical devotion is the secret to understanding the sastras.... For one who is not engaged in
devotional service, reading all of the books is simply like licking the outside of the honey jar... If we
can simply understand one book, or one sloka, then perfection is there. Lord Caitanya warned about
reading too many books, although I see in America this is very popular to get volumes and volumes

of books and not understand one.”

(Letter to Pradyumna, February 17, 1968)

COMMENTARY

To understand Prabhupada’s books one must serve Prabhupada’s mission. Reading the books without
offering practical service is like licking the outside of the honey jar. The real taste comes by serving,
and to serve nicely one must regularly read Prabhupada’s books.

Pradyumna had written to Prabhupada asking permission to read books by S. K. Ghosa, Veder

Pancaya, Bon Maharaja, and others. Prabhupada does not permit his disciples to read such books, nor



does Jiva Gosvami advise non-parampara reading. One should read Prabhupada’s books from a

desire to serve.

2. “Yes, reading my books will help you. Philosophy must be there. But if you do not also apply the
philosophy by participating in all temple affairs like rising early, attending mangala-arati, performing

devotional service, then simply learning the philosophy will have no effect.”

(Letter to Dayananda, July 7, 1972)

COMMENTARY

Devotional service moves on the two tracks of pancaratriki-vidhi and bhagavata-vidhi. Pancaratriki-
vidhi refers to Deity worship and other temple activities; bhagavata-vidhi refers to studying and
preaching the philosophy. Both are required. Elsewhere in the letter quoted above, Prabhupada asks
Dayananda to travel to San Francisco with his family and there take over the duties of temple
president. To receive the top Krsna conscious realization, one must accept such full engagement
while also studying the books.

Reading may be thought of as a kind of reward for a hard day’s service. Krsna reveals Himself to us
when our service pleases Him. But if we study the books without trying to please Him, Krsna will
not reveal the actual meaning to us. As Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita, tesam satata-yuktanam
bhajatam priti-purvakam/ dadami buddhi-yogam tam yena mam upayanti te: “To those who are
constantly devoted to serving Me with love, I give the understanding by which they can come to Me”
(Bg. 10.10).

The Krsna consciousness movement is spreading to every town and village through the distribution
of Srila Prabhupada’s books. For the millions of people who are first introduced to Krsna
consciousness through those books, reading may be their sole engagement. There are even people in
some Communist and other politically oppressed countries who read Prabhupada’s books at the risk
of their lives. Such reading constitutes full devotional service. Eventually, however, further kinds of
engagement become possible through the association of devotees. Simply by reading Prabhupada’s
purports one soon sees the importance of spreading Krsna consciousness. Within the home, the
reading of Prabhupada’s books should be accompanied by other devotional activities such as holding
kirtana, offering prasadam, following the four regulative principles, and guiding the family members

in Krsna consciousness.

3. “There is no need by any of my disciples to read any books besides my books. In fact, such
reading may be detrimental to their advancement in Krsna consciousness—except in certain

authorized cases, for example, to read some philosopher like Plato to make an essay comparing his



philosophy with Krsna’s philosophy. But otherwise, all such outside reading should be stopped
immediately. It is simply another botheration. If my students cannot even read my own books
thoroughly, why should they read others? I have given you TLC, what need is there to read Caitanya-

caritamrta translated by someone else? You are right to stop such reading.”

(Letter to Sri Govinda)

COMMENTARY

One does not have to look outside of Prabhupada’s books to become Krsna conscious, and it can be
very dangerous to read other books. Lord Caitanya said that even a maha-bhagavata can fall down
after reading the Mayavada philosophy of Sankara’s Sariraka-bhasya, and atheistic philosophers are
sometimes empowered by maya to create dangerous traps for the mind. Sastra states that even books
about Krsna are dangerous if they are not received through parampara. Avaisnava-mukhodgirnam:
“One should not hear topics of Krsna from the lips of nondevotees, just as one should avoid milk
which has been touched by the lips of a serpent.”

One of the early editors of Back to Godhead magazine would regularly publish reviews of books by
Hermann Hesse, Martin Buber, Eric Hoffer, and others, but Prabhupada did not like giving attention
to these rascals. A devotee gains nothing by reading non-Krsna conscious literature, and a devotee
should read such literatures only on the authority of the parampara. Although devotees occasionally
read and compare different philosophies for the purpose of writing Krsna conscious articles, such
reading should always be authorized for preaching purposes.

Bona fide books about Western philosophy and history are now being prepared by Hrdayananda

Goswami, Ravindra Svarupa, and Garuda dasa.

4. “Regarding preaching work: if you simply reproduce verbatim the purports which I have given in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam and chant Hare Krsna with ecstasy, that will be sufficient for your preaching
work, and as you do it seriously and sincerely, Krsna gives you more and more strength for this noble

missionary work.

“There is no need of [my] sending the Kalyan books.... Just read Srimad-Bhagavatam, our three
volumes, regularly and repeatedly. It is no use reading many books; it is better to assimilate one book
and that is sufficient.”

(Letter to Brahmananda, September 17, 1968)

5. Sri Rama-carita-manasa by Gosvami Tulasidasa is not very authorized and Ramayana is
authorized. One thing is, though, you have got enough other books to study. Did you appear in the
examination held on Janmastami day? Why should you go to Ramayana when you have got

Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, and Teachings of Lord Caitanya? Don’t divert your attention in



that way... Gosvami Tulasidasa has a tint of Mayavadi philosophy. He belongs to the Ramananda
sampradaya. They are a mixed combination of personalist and impersonalist. Therefore, the author is

not considered as pure Vaisnava.”

(Letter to Raktaka, September 6, 1969)

COMMENTARY

“The pure Vaisnava,” Prabhupada continues in the letter quoted above, “is simply purely disposed to
transcendental loving service to Krsna. The pure Vaisnava rejects anything which has no pure idea of
serving the Personality of Godhead. “ Prabhupada’s books always deliver pure Vaisnavism. But when
we read the writing of others, can we really be sure that we are not becoming tainted with impure

philosophy?

6. “But we do not require to study books save and except for some reference.... We have got volumes
of books also, so it is better for us to mind our own business than to divert our attention in the studies
of other books. This was definitely forbidden by Lord Caitanya. Krsna consciousness philosophy is
as old as one hundred twenty million years at the least. So nothing can be compared to our
philosophy, either in the matter of antiquity, philosophy, ethics, science, morality, etc., all in correct
vision and approved by great, stalwart acaryas. So far as others are concerned, they cannot be
compared even. For example, if Lord Jesus Christ said, “Thou shall not kill” or “Thou shall not
murder” to the people, it does not reflect very good social structure of the audience. Our philosophy
is above all these things. . . . So the summary is that instead of diverting our attention to read such

unauthorized books, better pay attention to more authorized Vaisnava literature.”

(Letter to Hamsaduta, November 2, 1969)

COMMENTARY

It is only logical to reject non-Krsna conscious literatures in favor of the bona fide Vedic literatures.
Even the greatest Western literatures are but preliminary studies of the absolute truth found in the
Vedic literatures. Absolute truth begins in knowing that the self is different from the body. If
mundane literatures approach this topic at all, it is only to speculate about the “mind-body problem”
or some other puzzle. Such speculations only hinder one seeking freedom from ignorance and
repeated birth and death.

Readers seeking aesthetic pleasure can take pleasure in the Vedic literatures and make spiritual gains
at the same time, whereas literatures devoid of spiritual knowledge benefit no one. The pleasure one
takes in such literatures is like the pleasure funeral-goers take in observing the decorations of a
corpse. Despite attempts to beautify it, a corpse remains a despicable thing, and any pleasure one

takes in a corpse is also despicable.



In his letter Prabhupada states that the literatures of Buddhism and Christianity may contain the
words of God, but those words are directed toward less spiritually elevated listeners and thus reflect a
lower standard. They are not eternally applicable in the same way the Vedic literatures are. But
Prabhupada cautions the devotees about being overly aggressive: “You should read our books over
and over again, and as far as possible, do not try to enter into controversy. We do not concern

ourselves with any other religion. Our religion is to become the servant of the servant of Krsna.”

7. “You have studied the Sanskrit language for some years. That is sufficient of study. There is no
more need. Now you read our books. Not that lifelong you have to study Sanskrit. Simply read our
Sanskrit wherever it appears in our books and teach these slokas to the devotees. Do not waste time

by studying Sanskrit independently of our books.”

(Letter to Hrdayananda Goswami, August 6, 1972)

COMMENTARY

Upon receiving this letter from Prabhupada, Hrdayananda Goswami relates that he immediately put
aside his Sanskrit grammars. Thenceforward, he studied Sanskrit only by reading Srila Prabhupada’s
books. In this way he became an accomplished Sanskrit scholar. Reading Prabhupada’s books,
memorizing slokas, and teaching them to others provides sufficient knowledge of Sanskrit for most

devotees.

8. “If you want to study, there is much time in the day for studying. But you must go also on
sankirtana party. That is the result or practice of your studying. Simply studying is dry and useless

without chanting.”

(Letter to Sankarsana, July 23, 1972)

COMMENTARY

“It is very good that you want to become very learned in Krsna consciousness,” Prabhupada states in
his letter, “but what good is so much knowledge without practice? Obedience must be there. So being
submissive in this way and following the directions of the temple leaders is practicing the knowledge
of Krsna consciousness.” A good reader is also a good follower. One should not be so proud of his

knowledge that he disobeys his temple authorities.

9. “Brahmananda Swami has read me your letter regarding the students there reading other books. I

request you to stop this practice. Our students have no time to read our own books, but they have



time to read others’ books and the money to purchase them? Why this mentality is there? You are a
serious student, therefore you have correctly found out the defect in these books. We don’t want a

babaji class. We want active preachers.”

(Letter to Cyavana Swami, October 13, 1973)

COMMENTARY

In this letter, Prabhupada uses sarcasm to reveal the devotees’ maya. We waste time because of
wrong desires. It is a fact that every devotee has time to read Prabhupada’s books every day, but the
proper mentality is wanting.

Once a devotee protested to Prabhupada about the aggressive tactics used by the book distributors.
Prabhupada did not accept the complaint. He desired that his disciples take up the active work of
spreading Krsna consciousness. But Prabhupada himself complained that his book distributors were
not reading his books. Unlike some literatures, Prabhupada’s books produce preachers, not babajis,
but the preachers of Krsna consciousness must themselves read the books regularly to remain strong
and active in their service.

10. “Regarding the Gaudiya Math books being circulated there, who is distributing? Who is sending
these books? The Gaudiya Math does not sell our books, why should we sell their books? Who has
introduced these books? Let me know. These books should not at all be circulated in our Society.
Who has introduced these books? You say that you would read only one book if that was all that I

had written. So you teach others to do like that. You have very good determination.”

(Letter to Sukadeva, November 14, 1973)

COMMENTARY

Lord Caitanya once deemed an illiterate South Indian brahmana to be the greatest of scholars because
of his faithful determination to recite the Bhagavad-gita on the order of his spiritual master. Similarly,
those following in Srila Prabhupada’s footsteps should devote themselves exclusively to his books
and to the books written by his followers. The devotees can best realize Prabhupada’s conclusion by
concentrating only on these books. Other books may be harmful, since different conclusions are
sometimes interjected. (See letter to Raktaka, p. 23.)

Sometimes leaders of the Gaudiya Math take ISKCON’s exclusive devotion to Prabhupada’s books
to be harsh or sectarian. (See Satsvarupa dasa Goswami’s letter to Acharya Vishwambhar Goswami,
Appendix III, p. 99.) Rather, this is the safest and surest course for realizing Prabhupada’s

conclusion: even slight differences create schisms.



11. “Whatever is to be learned of the teachings of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura can be learned from

our books. There is no need whatsoever for any outside instruction.”

(Letter to Gurukrpa and Yasodanandana, December 25, 1973)

“But you need not become such a scholar. You require simply to understand Sastras, Bhagavad-gita,
Srimad-Bhagavatam, etc., and to chant Hare Krsna mantra as much as possible. The thing is if you
give more stress on scholarly line, other devotees will try to imitate you. Already your wife has
expressed such intentions. As soon as we try to be scholars, our devotional line will be slackened.
These points are to be kept in view always.... Regarding your last point that you shall try to learn the
various literatures very carefully and present everywhere in classes and books, that is very good.”
(Letter to Pradyumna, April 1, 1970)

COMMENTARY

Although Prabhupada appreciated his disciples’ efforts to present his books in a scholarly way, he
would occasionally warn them about indulging in the study of Sanskrit. Sometimes he would chide
his scholars for building private libraries. Prabhupada once jokingly compared his disciple Panditji’s
book collection to an ass’s burden. And in his letter to Pradyumna, Prabhupada writes, “Do you think
you shall require all these books? Of course, I have no objection if you keep these as reference books,
but we should always remember that we have to give more stress on our spiritual side than on our
scholastic side. . . . Don’t forget to chant sixteen rounds regularly. Then you will get spiritual strength

more and more.” Prabhupada in this way set his priorities.

12. “School may be bad, but studying is not bad. It is very good. So we should not give up the habit

of studying, especially Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, and Brahma-sambhita. “

(Letter to Robert, February 20, 1968)

COMMENTARY

Rebellious young people sometimes join Krsna consciousness partly to escape school, yet persons
who at one time hated to read have become good scholars of Prabhupada’s books. In this letter
Prabhupada expresses sympathy for a young boy who does not like school, but he also points out that
not all study is bad. “I shall advise you,” writes Prabhupada, “that by leaving your school, you [now]
have got immense books and literatures for studying. You should form the habit of studying and
understanding the philosophy very nicely, and when there is difficulty in understanding,
Brahmananda or myself will help you in all respects.” So everyone should become studious and cram
Prabhupada’s purports.

6. General Instructions Regarding Reading and Study



VI. General Instructions Regarding Reading And Study

1. “T am very much stressing at this point that all of my students shall be very much conversant with
the philosophy of Krsna consciousness and that they should read our books very diligently at least

one or two hours daily and try to understand the subject matter from varieties of angles.”

(Letter to Madhudvisa, June 16, 1972)

COMMENTARY

This is one of several letters of this period that Prabhupada sent to members of the G. B.C.
introducing the Srimad-Bhagavatam class. In these letters Prabhupada describes how the devotees
should each day read aloud one Sanskrit sloka from the Srimad-Bhagavatam, repeat the roman
transliterations, chant the sloka several times, and then discuss the subject matter “very minutely and
inspect it from all angles of approach and savor the new understandings.” Prabhupada stresses in
these letters that a devotee’s best training is to hear repeatedly from the Bhagavatam and that by such
hearing the devotees will become qualified to spread Krsna consciousness. “But if they do not have
knowledge,” Prabhupada asks, “how can they go out and preach?”

Hearing regularly from the Srimad-Bhagavatam enables a devotee to practice the austerities of
spiritual life, and such hearing especially protects the neophyte from being allured by the material
energy. By hearing in this way, a devotee becomes successful. No devotee should think that he has
nothing to gain by attending Srimad-Bhagavatam class. Rather, because Prabhupada introduced it, we
should have faith in its importance and not neglect it. Hearing together the realizations of the senior
members of the devotee community creates among the devotees the cohesion and cooperation needed
to spread this movement. And by carefully chanting sixteen rounds and following the four regulative

principles, one can derive the greatest benefit from hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam class.

2. “So if you study my books very carefully, then I am sure you will rind out the means for applying
this Krsna consciousness philosophy in all spheres of life. There is no limitation. Simply it requires a

little common sense practicality.”

(Letter to Amarendra, January 31, 1973)

COMMENTARY

In addition to presenting the deepest, most universal truths, the verses and purports of Prabhupada’s
books provide solutions to the most practical problems of daily life.

Amarendra had written Srila Prabhupada asking for advice on running his campaign to become the
mayor of Dallas. In reply, Prabhupada instructed Amarendra to study the books and, after consulting

with the devotees, to apply the teachings in the practical field. As a devotee becomes absorbed in a



particular service, verses and purports seem to speak to him in that regard. If, like Amarendra, one’s
service leads one into politics, then every purport can be studied from that perspective with good
results. (Maharaja Prthu’s instructions in the Fourth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, and the
seventeenth and eighteenth chapters of the First Canto describing Maharaja Pariksit’s meeting with
Kali are particularly important sources of knowledge about society and politics.) And I recall how,
when traveling with the library party to the universities, our morning classes would always gravitate
toward topics relevant to distributing books to the professors. In this way, the Bhagavatam speaks to
a devotee in terms of his personal endeavor.

Regardless of one’s service, a devotee must prove his sincerity to serve Krsna’s mission. He should
endeavor with full energy, follow the four regulative principles, attend mangala-arati, and chant
sixteen rounds. And every day he should receive knowledge in parampara from Srila Prabhupada’s
books. This will allow him to preach with the proper respect and obedience to the previous acaryas
while maintaining his purity—even in the political field. And as for results, that is not in the
devotee’s hands. “After all,” Prabhupada writes, “the result is given to Krsna. The main point is to
execute everything with complete sincerity and enthusiasm without deviating from the principles as

given to you in my books.”

3. “So far our activities in Krsna consciousness are concerned, every one of us should read this book
very attentively because all conclusive statements in the kingdom of bhakti are contained in this
transcendental valuable book. It is the essence of all Vedic scriptures enlightening about Krsna
consciousness. If anyone will read this Nectar of Devotion very carefully, he will have all guidance in

bhakti cult. So in the temple class some portions of this book must be regularly discussed.”

(Letter to Advaita, June 18, 1970)

COMMENTARY

In this letter Prabhupada expresses excitement and enthusiasm upon receiving newly published
copies of The Nectar of Devotion, and he indicates that the book contains everything necessary for
understanding Krsna consciousness. On another occasion Prabhupada instructed his disciples to read
The Nectar of Devotion very carefully, and he said that upon finishing the book, the devotees should
read it again and yet again. In this way, Prabhupada repeatedly encouraged his disciples to study this
“law book” of ISKCON. We should not, therefore, take the enthusiasm Prabhupada shows in giving
this book to his disciples to be a kind of temporary elation or a passing feeling. Rather, we should
ourselves take up Prabhupada’s mood and become “lawyers” of ISKCON by reading this book
regularly.

In saying “every one of us should read this book very attentively,” Prabhupada intends himself as

well. If Prabhupada includes himself among those who should study The Nectar of Devotion, who



among us can think he need not read it? Not to read The Nectar of Devotion is not to enter the
kingdom of bhakti. As Srila Prabhupada states in the preface of the book, “The Nectar of Devotion
will give us practical hints how we can live in this material world perfectly engaged in devotional
service and thus fulfill all our desires in this life and the next.”

The Nectar of Devotion discusses the most basic principles of bhakti as well as the most advanced
topics of the relations of Radha and Krsna. On many occasions, Prabhupada himself gave class on the

book, and in this letter he instructs all temples to hold such classes regularly.

4. “Speaking or anything at all depends on practice and study. I remember when I was first asked to
speak by one of my senior Godbrothers. I felt very much hesitating because I was not practiced to
speak. Later on by speaking and hearing or reading I got experience, and now we can speak forty-
five minutes, fifty minutes, or one hour at a stretch. So you have to read our books very nicely and
gather thoughts, then you can speak for hours without any difficulty. It requires practice. So read our
books carefully, especially Nectar of Devotion now published, and practice speaking. It will be all
right.”

(Letter to Upendra, June 24, 1970)

COMMENTARY

When Prabhupada first introduced the Srimad-Bhagavatam class, he instructed that the devotee
giving the class should speak for about forty minutes. To many, this seemed a difficult task, but in
this letter to Upendra, Prabhupada indicates that it can be done by regularly reading his books. By
reading Prabhupada’s books daily, one can deliver the philosophy without speaking in an irrelevant
way, speculating, or failing silent.

Shortly after taking sannyasa, I wrote Prabhupada a letter saying that I did not feel bold to preach.
Prabhupada answered saying that if I were actually sincere, then Krsna would give me the proper
direction from within my heart. A devotee who sincerely desires to follow the order of the spiritual
master should speak what he knows, and Krsna will guide him from within. Because Krsna wants
His message to be broadcast, He will empower the sincere devotee acting in parampara. But one
should not speak out of selfish motivation or out of mundane self-confidence. One’s motivation
should simply be to please his spiritual master and Krsna. By speaking in this way and by repeating
only what one has received through parampara, one’s speaking will be pure.

In his letter to Upendra, Prabhupada refers to himself as an ordinary person who learned to preach by
practicing. The fact is, however, that Prabhupada was extra-ordinary in his capacity to speak always
about Krsna. In addition to his formal speaking engagements, Prabhupada glorified Krsna
continuously—morning, noon, and night—to devotees, friends, and guests, while at the same time

producing books at a prodigious rate. Prabhupada’s preaching spirit was not simply the result of his



studying the sastra but also of his tremendous dedication to carrying out the order of his spiritual
master. Prabhupada’s achievements cannot be imitated, yet we can each follow in his footsteps to the
best of our ability, and by reading daily from his books, we can qualify ourselves to deliver Srimad-
Bhagavatam class as he desired.

In attempting to praise Prabhupada’s qualities as a speaker, we offer the following poem, from the

Introduction to Remembering Srila Prabhupada:

There is a way

you liked us to speak of your achievements
and of old days,

especially your first in America,

and a way you spoke

for hours in your room,

sometimes discussing Krsna’s lila and instructions,
sometimes Kali-yuga’s horrors,

sometimes your own activities:

you brought our lives together.

Since you, no one can speak

krsna-katha so spontaneously.

5. “We should rather turn our interest to learn from the books more and more. We should inquire
about Krsna. Temple life is going on with little change, but we should become habituated to read the
books more profoundly. Then if you have some questions about Krsna consciousness as in the books,

you can ask an older Godbrother or write to me directly. That will help you make progress.”

(Letter to Sukadeva, July 23, 1973)

COMMENTARY

To read Prabhupada’s books every day is the basis of spiritual life. A devotee should not out of
restlessness create new programs or publications at the neglect of his other responsibilities, but he
should instead perfect the activities of his prescribed duties.

In his letter to Prabhupada, Sukadeva had asked permission to begin an ISKCON newsletter. “I think
there is no need for it,” Prabhupada replies, and he indicates that his disciple’s time would be better
spent by studying his books. “Besides,” Prabhupada writes, “we already have our Society journal,

Back to Godhead. As for receiving news of other centers, why should you be so anxious? The news is



always the same—sankirtana is going on, Deity worship—with little change.” Devotees inevitably
take interest in inter-temple affairs, and this interest is spiritual, not material. So if a devotee’s interest
is literary, then let him turn to the sastras, where he will find an unending variety of topics discussed
by Srila Vyasadeva and his representatives. Through sastra, the tendency to exchange news can be
satisfied to perfection, just as it is in the spiritual world where everyone is anxious to hear Krsna’s
lila.

Book distribution competitions, prasadam distribution programs, and other activities will always
attract the minds of the preachers, but to assure progress in all facets of spiritual life, we should

habituate ourselves to more profoundly read of Krsna’s life and philosophy.

6. “Street chanting must go on; it is our most important program. Lord Caitanya’s movement means
the sankirtana movement. You may simply take two hours for chanting sixteen rounds daily, two
hours for reading congregationally, and balance of time go out for sankirtana. We must do both,
reading books and distributing books, but distributing books is the main propaganda. Reading in
class for two hours is sufficient and other reading can be done in spare time if one has got it; it is not
as though one has to be always reading. One hour a morning for Bhagavatam class and one hour in

the evening, either Bhagavad-gita or Nectar of Devotion, that is sufficient.”

(Letter to Bali Mardana and Pusta Krsna)

COMMENTARY

While traveling through the New York temple, one of Prabhupada’s newly initiated sannyasis
expressed a view that the devotees should read Prabhupada’s books for five to eight hours every day.
A controversy arose, and the devotees placed an urgent phone call to Prabhupada. In response,
Prabhupada wrote the letter quoted above.

In this letter Prabhupada rejects the extreme program of reading for up to eight hours daily. He
instead advocates what some devotees call the “ISKCON sandwich” plan. According to this program,
devotees begin the day with congregational chanting and hearing. Then, after engaging in various
preaching activities throughout the day, the devotees again meet for more hearing and chanting in an
evening program. However, because there are advantages to performing sankirtana during the
evening hours, most temples find it hard to have a steady evening program.

As a result, the “ISKCON sandwich” has become an open-faced sandwich with only one piece of
“bread”—the morning program. Yet, the daily Srimad-Bhagavatam class does not by itself provide
enough opportunity for the devotees to hear from the sastra. It is not enough to hear for only one hour
in the morning and not read the books. As Prabhupada states in his letter quoted above, “One hour a
morning for Bhagavatam class and one hour an evening, either Bhagavad-gita or Nectar of Devotion,

that is sufficient.” Moreover, as Prabhupada points out in his letter to Madhudvisa, quoted earlier



(page 29), if one were to study but one verse from the Srimad-Bhagavatam every day (as one would
do if he were to attend class regularly), it would require not less than fifty years to finish. Nor is it
possible that one can hear all of Prabhupada’s books simply by attending Srimad-Bhagavatam class.
Therefore, only by reading on a regular, daily basis can the devotees read all of Prabhupada’s books
and also hear from the scriptures for the minimum of two hours every day as Prabhupada requires.

Beyond reading and hearing for two hours daily, Prabhupada instructs the devotees to read his books
in whatever spare time they may have. Few devotees may feel they have any spare time to speak of.
After all, “distributing books is the main propaganda,” as Prabhupada states in his letter, and every
devotee has full engagement in maintaining and expanding this Krsna consciousness movement. Yet,
as Prabhupada also states, “we must do both, reading books and distributing books.” And if one does
not somehow find the time, how will he ever read The Nectar of Devotion, the Caitanya-caritamrta,
and the many volumes of the Srimad-Bhagavatam? It is, therefore, incumbent upon every devotee to
find the time to read, regardless of how full his schedule may be. One symptom of a devotee on the
bhava platform is that he is always anxious to utilize his time for Krsna. Out of transcendental
anxiety, we should therefore minimize the time we spend eating and sleeping and engaging in

materialistic activities, and we should find more time for reading Prabhupada’s books.

7. “Our advancement in Krsna consciousness is made possible in two ways, by knowledge and
renunciation, jnana and tyaga, or tapasya. The more we become renounced from this material world,
the more we advance in Krsna consciousness. But we are only able to make such sacrifices and
perform tapasya if we have got knowledge.... So I am requesting all of my students to read my books
very seriously every day without fail. In this way, if your mind becomes absorbed at least one or two
hours daily in the transcendental subject of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita, and other books,
then very easily you will make advancement in Krsna consciousness.... This restlessness or agitation
of the mind cannot be rectified by altering the material circumstances. If we are Krsna conscious, any
type of occupation will suit me and we shall always be satisfied. Therefore, I recommend you to read
books more and more and try to understand the subject matter from different angles of vision and be
always discussing it with your Godbrothers, even while you are working.... When you are working

and you cannot read, then listen to the tapes of my lectures, and hear in that way.”

(Letter to Bhargava, June 13, 1972)

COMMENTARY

Whenever a disciple of Prabhupada met with difficulty, Prabhupada would refer him to his books. In
this letter Prabhupada again requests a troubled devotee to read his books “every day without fail.”
To read Srimad-Bhagavatam or Bhagavad-gita is to associate directly with Krsna and with His

greatest devotee in parampara. Who could not benefit from such association?



In the Bhagavad-gita we learn that a yogi is one who knows the cause of misery and happiness for all
persons (Bg. 6.32). Whatever problems we face are but the products of the three modes of material
nature, and we may be sure that those sages and great, saintly persons who speak to us through the
Vedic literatures are most expert in removing all of maya’s entanglements. To read transcendental
subject matter soothes the mind, heart, and senses. Even seemingly great problems disappear for one
who rises to the transcendental platform by reading Prabhupada’s books.

In most cases, it is not necessary that a troubled devotee change his yatra or service. Rather, by
simply hearing transcendental philosophy, he comes to understand that Krsna consciousness is the
right path, and he gets the strength to go on.

In this letter Prabhupada offers a practical tip for those times when reading is impossible: “. . . when

you are working and you cannot read, then listen to the tapes of my lectures, and hear in that way.”

8. “Try to read our books. You are the president there so you must be very conversant with our
philosophy.”

(Letter to Mukunda, January 12, 1974)

COMMENTARY

Devotees sometimes out of restlessness or agitation concoct programs or change temple standards.
Whenever this would occur, Prabhupada would inevitably hold the temple president responsible.
Noticing such discrepancies in one of his larger temples, Prabhupada in this letter calls upon his
temple president to rectify the situation. “Everything is done in conformity to a regular standard,” he
instructs. “. . . Try to read our books.” Regardless of the kinds of discrepancies that may arise, all
temple activities can be brought to the transcendental standard by reading Prabhupada’s books
regularly. And such reading is especially important for the temple president.

By reading the books every day, the temple leader not only gains the knowledge and spiritual
strength needed to counsel the devotees but he also remains very much in touch with Prabhupada’s
desires, his likes and dislikes. This in turn increases the depth of his commitment and the gravity of
his character, and it enables him to very quickly spot concoctions and discrepancies as they arise. By
thus remaining soundly situated in Prabhupada’s principles, the temple president can best fulfill his
responsibilities to the movement, and he can act as a policeman to catch those wrongdoers who

would depart from Prabhupada’s standards.

9. “Be sure to read my books very carefully, Bhagavad-gita, then Srimad-Bhagavatam, and then

Caitanya-caritamrta. You should read every day without fail.”



(Letter to Urvasi Patel, July 25, 1975)

10. “And you must all study very scrutinizingly all of the books so that when the need arises you can
repeat in your own words their purport. Also I will be very pleased if you contribute articles to BTG.
By writing regularly, what you read will become realized. As much as possible read, chant, and

preach.”

(Letter to Hrdayananda Goswami, January 6, 1972)

COMMENTARY

From time to time, Prabhupada would receive unsolicited manuscripts from devotees who wrote their
own concocted philosophy. In reply to one such manuscript, submitted by Bhakta Dennis in April
1975, Prabhupada wrote, “I think that the best thing for you is to study our books very carefully and
then try to write something. Do not try to concoct your own theory. This is not the process. You must
write just as you have heard from your guru and nothing else. Otherwise, your writing is useless.”
And to another concocting devotee, Prabhupada wrote, “It is a waste of time, paper, money, ink, and
labor. There is so much work to do for spreading this Krsna consciousness. Who will become
attracted by such things as this? You should spend more time reading my books very carefully and
stop all this unnecessary manufacturing.”

If a devotee is inclined to write, Prabhupada’s advice is that the writing be based on his books. Just as
Lord Caitanya’s secretary, Svarupa Damodara, would not accept any literary offering that deviated
from Lord Caitanya’s teachings, so too does Srila Prabhupada discourage his disciples from writing
in a spirit of speculation.

7. Miscellanous Instructions and the Purpose of Srila Prabhupada’s Books

VII. Miscellaneous Instructions And The Purpose Of Srila Prabhupad’s Books

1. “Actually these books are the foundation stone of our movement. Whatever we are is resting on

these books. Reading and distributing them—this should be our only motto.”

(Letter to Hrdayananda Goswami, October 31, 1974)

COMMENTARY

Hrdayananda Goswami had written to Prabhupada saying he was making sure the devotees maintain
their devotional practices. In reply, Prabhupada expresses his pleasure in his disciple and says that
this is the “secret to success.” He then instructs Hrdayananda to set the example: “If you show
yourself as an ideal Vaisnava, then you are my representative in fullness. We are not after titles and
designations. Lord Caitanya made it a principle that we preach by personal example.” Prabhupada
then states that the exemplary behavior of his disciples will assure a glorious future for the

movement.



Zonal and temple leaders cannot inspire the devotees to increase their reading by simply making
announcements or passing down legislation. Rather, the devotees have to see the leaders themselves
reading the books. This will have more influence than instructions alone. As Krsna says, “Whatever
action a great man performs, common men follow. And whatever standards he sets by exemplary

acts, all the world pursues” (Bg. 3.21).

2. “Regarding our books, yes, they are being printed in our press and they will come out very shortly.
The books are being written specifically for my students, and I am so glad to learn that you read them
so carefully. The words are ambrosial because they are not my personal words but are instructions of
my predecessors and I am trying to administer them to the best of my knowledge. That is the way of

the parampara system.”

(Letter to Jayapataka, April 17, 1970)

COMMENTARY

As a brahmacari Jayapataka had praised Prabhupada’s books as ambrosial. In this letter, Prabhupada
humbly replies that his books are ambrosial, but not because of his own inventiveness. He then
explains that his books are ambrosial because the parampara is ambrosial, and he describes himself as
being but the carrier of the ambrosial message. Such a carrier may consider himself to be but a
faithful peon or messenger (and he might even be considered so by others). Yet this nice messenger is
carrying the ambrosia of the words of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and this is the greatest
service. As Arjuna says to Krsna, “I am never satiated in hearing about You, for the more I hear the
more I want to taste the nectar of Your words” (Bg. 10.18). However, if one tries to himself be the
source of ambrosia, then that is false ego. Prabhupada always remained a faithful carrier of the nectar
of Krsna, and that is his great gift to all of us. This makes him millions of times greater than one who
tries to be the source of nectar by himself.

Prabhupada carried all of his nectarean instructions especially for the devotees. As he states in one of
his purports, “Bhagavad-gita should be explained to persons who are ready to accept Krsna as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is a subject matter for the devotees only and not for
philosophical speculators” (Bg. 18.68, purport). Authors write books and articles with specific
audiences in mind; commercial artists, for example, always pander to the public taste in order to
make more money. Prabhupada wrote his books specifically for his disciples, or “students.” They are
books written by the founder-acarya and spiritual master of ISKCON for his disciples or followers.
Although it is a fact that Prabhupada’s books make followers of nondevotees, only after becoming a
devotee can one receive the ambrosia that is within those books.

As the Srimad-Bhagavatam states, nivrtta-tarsair upagiyamanad / bhavausadhac chrotra-

mano-‘bhiramat: “Glorification of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is performed in the



parampara system. That is, it is conveyed by spiritual master to disciple. Such glorification is relished
by those no longer interested in the false, temporary glorification of this cosmic manifestation”
(Bhag. 10.1.4). In the purport to this verse, Prabhupada states that the devotees of the Krsna
consciousness movement “no longer read materialistic newspapers, magazines, and so on, for they
are no longer interested in such topics. For topics concerning uttama-sloka, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, the spiritual master speaks and the disciple hears with attention. . . . The spiritual master
and the disciple do not need to understand anything more than Krsna, because simply by
understanding Krsna and talking about Krsna, one becomes a perfectly learned person.”

Although Prabhupada’s books are for the devotees, they are at the same time the best medium for
preaching to the nondevotees. As Prabhupada states in the purport quoted above, “when discourses
on krsna-katha take place between a liberated spiritual master and his disciples, others also
sometimes take advantage of hearing these topics and also benefit.” Although the Srimad-
Bhagavatam is in fact a very intimate discussion between two highly elevated devotees (Maharaja
Pariksit and Sukadeva Gosvami), it is broadcast in such a way that the entire world benefits. And just
as Maharaja Pariksit’s questions and Sukadeva’s answers benefit all mankind, so too are Arjuna’s
doubts and Krsna’s answers in Bhagavad-gita meant for all persons. By hearing these discussions

between devotee and spiritual master, onlookers benefit and can themselves become devotees.

3. “Your preaching in New Vrindaban as well as intensified study of our literatures with seriousness
is very much encouraging. Please continue this program with vigor, and reestablish the solidity of our
movement. From the very beginning I was strongly against the impersonalists, and all my books are
stressed on this point. So my oral instructions as well as my books are all at your service. Now you
have the G.B.C. Consult them and get a clear and strong idea; then there will be no disturbance.

Disturbance is caused by ignorance; where there is no ignorance, there is no disturbance.”

(Letter to Hayagriva, September 14, 1970)

COMMENTARY

Prabhupada wrote this letter shortly after the New Vrindaban Janmastami celebration of 1970. The
crisis of faith some devotees experienced at that celebration is described in Srila Prabhupada-
lilamrta, Vol. IV (In Every Town and Village), Chapter Three (“A Threat to ISKCON”). For some
months prior to the New Vrindaban festival, Prabhupada’s disciples in India had been writing letters
to their Godbrothers in America discussing in a relative way Srila Prabhupada’s position as spiritual
master. When this contamination spread, Prabhupada awarded the order of sannyasa to those most
responsible, in order to purify them. These devotees in turn became very repentant, but in a
passionate mood, they adopted the extreme and fanatical view that Prabhupada was actually Lord

Krsna Himself. During the festival at New Vrindaban, these sannyasis spread wild speculations to the



effect that Prabhupada had withdrawn his mercy from the devotees because they did not recognize
that he was God. They also spread the false propaganda that no devotee in ISKCON could hope to
approach the platform of pure devotional service in this lifetime. These ideas produced intense
despair and confusion amongst the devotees. Many experienced mental anguish, and some became
physically ill. Devotees blooped, and guests left the festival in great disturbance after hearing these
views.

Attending the festival were members of the newly formed G.B.C. I remember an intense, informal
meeting to decide a course of emergency action. We realized that the devotees would accept the
shelter of an authoritative presentation of the philosophy as given in Prabhupada’s books, but we also
realized that we did not actually know the philosophy sufficiently. So we immediately turned to
Prabhupada’s books. We read not in an idle or even scholastic way but rather in the desperate desire
to find solutions to the immediate problems at hand.

We studied Lord Krsna’s statement in Bhagavad-gita 3.31 that those who act faithfully in accordance
with His injunctions become free from the bondage of fruitive action, and we read the following in
Prabhupada’s purport:

An ordinary man with firm faith in the eternal injunctions of the Lord, even though unable to execute
such orders, becomes liberated from the laws of karma. In the beginning of Krsna consciousness, one
may not fully discharge the injunctions of the Lord, but because one is not resentful of this principle
and works sincerely without consideration of defeat and hopelessness, he will surely be promoted to
the stage of pure Krsna consciousness.

Some of us recalled that Prabhupada had taught that just as Krsna is simultaneously and
inconceivably one with and different from His creation, so too are the living entities simultaneously
one with and different from Krsna. By finding these and other doctrines in the Bhagavad-gita and
The Nectar of Devotion, we acquired the strong, sastric understanding that no one should despair but
they rather stay on the spiritual path. And we could cite references to prove that the spiritual master,
as the representative of God, is as good as God, but should never be considered to be Krsna Himself.
And having thus prepared and fortified ourselves by reading Prabhupada’s books, we were able to
offer shelter to the devotees.

In his letter to Hayagriva, Prabhupada expresses his appreciation for studying his books seriously and
intensely. He indicates that by doing this, the devotees will be able to combat future attacks by
impersonalists and other false propagandists. Prabhupada also indicates that a clear and strong
understanding of the philosophy eliminates disturbances. Of course, while living within this material
world, devotees will always meet with attempts to disturb their community, and false philosophies
will from time to time arise from within. But those in knowledge will not be tricked by false
interpretations of the Vedic literature.

Prabhupada’s books are clear; a learned devotee knows their basic conclusions and can defend

himself by reference to many conclusive texts and passages. One who reads Prabhupada’s books



regularly and carefully will know the basic siddhanta and will be able to very clearly spot deviant and

concocted attempts to screw out false meanings.

4. “The instruction given in my books is supposed to be personal instruction. When we read the
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, it is understood that we are receiving personal instructions of Krsna. No

physical barrier is there in the case of spiritual affairs.”

(Letter to Dhrstaketu, October 14, 1973)

COMMENTARY

Sometimes a devotee feels sorry that he does not see his spiritual master enough or that he cannot be
with him physically. In time, he may even feel that he has little personal connection with him. In the
letter quoted above, Prabhupada removes such doubts by indicating the difference between material
and spiritual life. Although in material life the instructions one receives are always external to one’s
real self, in spiritual life this is not true. Rather, Prabhupada indicates that in spiritual life we
associate personally with the spiritual master and with Krsna through the instructions we receive in
parampara.

When we read Bhagavad-gita, we should not feel bereft because we are not ourselves present on the
battlefield of Kuruksetra with Krsna and Arjuna. Such feelings are due only to material shortcomings.
If we are actually enthusiastic to be with Krsna and if we are receptive to His message, then we can
have direct, personal contact with Him through His representative. It is simply a question of our
submissiveness.

In a similar way, we can enter the most intimate association with Prabhupada by carefully reading his
books. In the intimate solitude of the early-morning hours, Prabhupada would concentrate on
delivering his nectarean message to his disciples. By entering into the intimate mood of Prabhupada’s
speaking his books in the early hours, we can have very personal darsana with this greatest of
Vaisnavas. And through such association as this, what could be lacking?

5. “Nowadays there are so many so-called spiritual masters, it becomes bewildering to us as to who
can actually give us spiritual knowledge. Therefore I have written volumes of books, authorized
Vedic literature, of which you can take advantage in association with the devotees who are practicing

this knowledge. Thus you will be able to learn the science of God.”

(Letter to Swami Satpremananda Saraswati, June 9, 1974)

COMMENTARY

In the course of his preaching activities, Prabhupada received letters from thousands of people
inquiring into the nature of spiritual life. Again and again, Prabhupada would recommend they learn

the science of Krsna consciousness by studying his books.



An impersonalist sannyasi once wrote to Prabhupada asking questions about topics often
misrepresented by other swamis. In the letter quoted above, Prabhupada directs the swami to learn
the absolute truth by reading the authorized books and by associating with the devotees. And in a
similar instance, one Dr. Kumar, a professor at McMaster University in Ontario, wrote asking about
the claims of some to be incarnations of God. Prabhupada referred him to the books as well, saying,
“The words of the Lord have been recorded in Bhagavad-gita, so if someone comes claiming to be an
incarnation but also contradicts the Bhagavad-gita, then we can be sure he is a phony. Please try to
read our books. We have many books, about fifty of four hundred pages each, as well as many
smaller ones. Study this movement carefully and you will find it very rewarding.” And he corrected
Mr. Sri Batterji’s notion that the Vedic literatures are myths by stating, “Please try to read real
philosophy—Vedanta-sutra and its right commentary by Vyasadeva, Srimad-Bhagavatam, and the
preliminary study, Bhagavad-gita. My request is that you read carefully the Bhagavad-gita As It Is
and do not be misled by the fools and rascals.”

The letters quoted above show how Prabhupada’s books dispel myriad misconceptions about Indian
philosophy, but students and professors of Western philosophy also become satisfied by reading
them. The fact is, professors of Western philosophy starve their students of real philosophy by not
presenting Prabhupada’s books. After an Eastern European professor told devotees of the library
party that all intellectuals should read Prabhupada’s books, Prabhupada reacted strongly. “That is a
fact,” he wrote to his library party distributors. “Every person who is supposed to be an intellectual or
scholar who does not read my books, his learning is imperfect, asampurna.” And to yet another
inquiring gentleman, Prabhupada wrote, “In no other philosophy will you find such a clear
conception of God. So I request you to kindly study with seriousness our books, and you may
compare Krsna consciousness with other philosophies.” Prabhupada’s books are a great beacon light
of knowledge, dispelling the darkness of all false spiritual and philosophical ideas; Prabhupada
repeatedly advised his questioners to read his books and to associate with the devotees and in this
way to have their philosophical questions answered.

8. Srila Prabhupada’s Personal Instruction and Encouragement for Reading His Books

VIII. Srila Prabhupada’s Personal Instruction And Encouragement For Reading His Books

1. “In my books the philosophy of Krsna consciousness is explained fully, so if there’s anything you
do not understand, then you simply have to read again and again. By reading daily the knowledge
will be revealed to you, and by this process your spiritual life will develop.. .You may please me the

most by reading my books and following the instructions therein.”

(Letter to Bahurupa, November 22, 1974)



A devotee in Mayapura once got up to leave in the middle of one of Prabhupada’s lectures. “Where is
he going?” Prabhupada asked. “He has some work to do,” a devotee answered. This drew fire from
Prabhupada: “What work? Nonsense! Unless you hear, what work can you do? It will just be karma
unless you hear.” We cannot just read the books and do nothing for the spiritual master, but neither
can we serve without the knowledge gained by reading the books. As Prabhupada states in the letter
quoted above, we must both read the books and follow the instructions. This is the combination that
pleases the spiritual master the most.

Although Prabhupada’s purports provide answers to every question, sometimes devotees cannot
understand the spiritual technologies described in them. In this letter Prabhupada indicates that
simply by reading his books again and again, one will in time come to understand. Reading
Prabhupada’s books is not just an academic exercise or a way to accumulate knowledge. Rather, it
allows us to break through our material conditioning and receive the highest spiritual realization. As
Prabhupada states, our spiritual lives develop by reading the books every day.

In the Siksastakam, Lord Caitanya compares the cleansing of the mind to the cleansing of a mirror,
and in his letter, Prabhupada makes a similar comparison: “Presently, our consciousness is clouded
just like a mirror becomes covered with dust. So the cleansing process is this chanting and hearing
and doing some service and trying to please the spiritual master.” On a mirror, dust accumulates
daily, and to keep the mirror clean, that dust must be daily removed. The same is true of the mind and
its contaminants. By hearing, chanting, and serving, the mind becomes clear, but unless we practice

these activities every day, we will again become covered.

2. “Please continue reading our books with great care, studying again and again.”

(Letter to Bhakta Steve, December 16, 1974)

COMMENTARY

Some adolescent devotees spoke to me recently of their dislike for reading Prabhupada’s books. They
had already read the Mahabharata and the Srimad-Bhagavatam, and they now wanted to read karmi
books. They said that Prabhupada’s books were too repetitive for them. In this way, the fickle mind
always seeks some novelty and without looking deeply into the matter considers repetitiveness to
mean monotonous and dull. It is a fact that many of the ideas found in Prabhupada’s books are often
repeated many times throughout those books, and this does make Prabhupada’s books repetitive.
Moreover, in the letter quoted above, Prabhupada instructs us to study those repetitive books again
and again. But he does not intend that we dull our brains on his books. Rather, the repetitive quality
of Prabhupada’s books is similar to the repetitive nature of chanting Hare Krsna, and like most of our
chanting, the books contain much more than we have as yet appreciated. But to gain realization of the

books, we must apply ourselves diligently.



Of his books, Prabhupada would often say, “Everything is there.” This means that all varieties of
tastes are there to be experienced within them. Whatever is not in Prabhupada’s books will not give
us any enlightenment. In Prabhupada’s books, however, new lights, realizations, and deepening
appreciations are all there for us to relish, and there is certainly enough for each devotee to be
perfectly satisfied. But it is only by experiencing satisfaction in Prabhupada’s books that we will
realize perfection. Yet all of this will evade us if we approach Prabhupada’s books like restless
adolescents.

In a purport from the second chapter of the Bhagavad-gita, Prabhupada states, “Repetition of
something is necessary in order that we understand the matter thoroughly, without error” (Bg. 2.25,
purport). In that second chapter the difference between the soul and the body is discussed in a
repetitive way but from different angles of vision. Similarly, in his talks and lectures Prabhupada
would often repeat the same idea over and over again. Once in Venezuela several psychologists came
to visit Prabhupada. Although the visitors were proud of their analytical knowledge, Prabhupada
regarded them as fools because they had no knowledge of the self within the body. Again and again,
Prabhupada explained to them the position of the soul with the example of the car and the driver. He
would ask them, “Which is more important, the driver or the car?” But the “learned” psychologists
could not understand. Over and over Prabhupada repeated the example. Eventually the psychologists
became annoyed at his attempts to bring them to the first step in spiritual life.

Prabhupada would sometimes speak with officials from the Christian church in a similar way. “If
Christians follow the commandment ‘Thou shalt not kill,” why do you kill the cows?” he would ask.
After first evading the question in different ways, the priests would often become annoyed and want
to move on to what they considered more important theological issues. Prabhupada would say there
was no point in asking other questions if they could not understand this. In this way, Prabhupada’s
tenacity exposed their ignorance and their guilt.

In a court of law, a reluctant witness may not want to face the facts, and he may try to evade the
attorney’s crucial question. The attorney, however, will repeat that question again and again and thus
compel an answer. Similarly, when we read Prabhupada’s books, we may not want to hear the same
point being made again and again, but by hearing in this way, we may each come to see the facts of
spiritual life.

We all know that many devotees in this movement do not read diligently. To help cure this malady,
we have in this book confined ourselves to a single theme—the need to read Prabhupada’s books
daily—and, following in the footsteps of previous acaryas, we continuously repeat this one message
throughout the pages of this book. We hope that no one will be annoyed by this presentation, but

rather that all will understand the importance of this theme and be well disposed to it.

3. “Thank you for appreciating my books. Read them carefully and you will preach very nicely.”



(Letter to Candramukhi, February 2, 1975)

COMMENTARY

At the time Prabhupada wrote the letter quoted above, Candramukhi was attending the Dallas
gurukula. To yet another gurukula student of that time, Prabhupada wrote, “Study my books very
deeply. This will make you able to go back to Godhead.” Through personal messages such as these,
Prabhupada shows his great concern for the education of the children in our movement. Although
those who are very fortunate may begin to read Prabhupada’s books while in childhood, that reading
should continue throughout one’s lifetime. Ten years have now passed since Prabhupada wrote these
letters, and the children have grown up. Our hope is that they have taken Prabhupada’s messages
seriously.

The two quotations given above sum up the two great aims of every devotee: to be a good preacher

and to go back to Godhead. Both aims can be attained by reading Prabhupada’s books every day.

4. “Regarding my books, everyone should read. I am also reading. . . . How much you should read
and how much you should do other types of service, that has to be decided by each individual

devotee.”

(Letter to Govardhana, February 15, 1975)

COMMENTARY

Prabhupada would often read his own books or have his disciples read to him. He would sometimes
read in the quiet of his room, and when in Los Angeles, Prabhupada especially enjoyed sitting in his
garden and listening to the devotees read from Krsna book. While traveling in airplanes, he would
read from the Srimad-Bhagavatam, and when not reading, Prabhupada would tuck the volume into
the pouch on the back of the passenger seat in front of him. Once, after returning home from a
serious car accident in which he suffered injury, Prabhupada sat back and asked his servant to read to
him from Caitanya-caritamrta. And in the very last days, whenever the devotees were not performing
kirtana, Prabhupada would ask that they read to him.

Prabhupada would sometimes show amazement at how Krsna spoke through his books. “These
books are wonderful,” he would say, to the delight of his disciples. ‘Actually, they are not written by
me. They are written by Krsna.” In saying this, Prabhupada did not intend to mean, “I am such a
great person that I do not even know how great a person I am.” Nor did he think of himself as a great
scholar or author. Rather, Prabhupada’s mood in expressing astonishment at the transcendental
quality of his books is one of appreciation for the mercy his spiritual master and Krsna showed him
in allowing him to be Krsna’s mouthpiece. As Prabhupada states in the concluding words in his

translation of the Caitanya-caritamrta, “It is to be admitted that whatever translation work I have



done is through the inspiration of my spiritual master, because personally I am most insignificant and
incompetent to do this materially impossible work.”

In the letter quoted above, Prabhupada stresses that the devotees engage twenty-four hours a day in
devotional service. “Eating and sleeping should be minimized,” he writes. “Not a single moment
should be misused.” And in those rare situations where there does not seem to be any engagement,

we should take the opportunity to read Prabhupada’s books.

5. “. .. Go on reading the books and have the correct perception, and Krsna will help you. Siddhanta
baliya citte na kara alasa iha ha—ite krsna lage ksudra manasa. A sincere student should not neglect
discussion of such conclusions, considering them controversial, for such discussions strengthen the
mind. You should always be alert in understanding the sastric conclusions that will help you,
otherwise we can be misled by bogus philosophies. I am very pleased that you are studying the

books. This will make you happy and successful.”

(Letter to Ayodhyapati, September 22, 1976)

COMMENTARY

Sahajiyas reject the study of all Vaisnava literatures in the claim that they are mundane and
speculative. It is sentimental for a devotee to think that he should not argue philosophically. No
devotee should renounce philosophical debate out of laziness or sentimentality. Rather, every
preacher must equip himself to defeat opposing philosophies by reading Prabhupada’s books. He
should then enter the atheistic atmosphere created by materialistic scientists and others and deliver
the Vaisnava conclusion, or siddhanta, on every issue of controversy. Such issues include the origin
of life, the existence of God, whether God is personal or impersonal, God’s identity, and the question
of the divine origin of the scriptures.

In the letter quoted above, Prabhupada writes, “In the Caitanya-caritamrta it is said that nobody
should be neglectful of the siddhanta because by siddhantic conclusion one becomes firm in Krsna
consciousness.” Throughout each of his books Prabhupada presents the Vaisnava conclusion. But we
will ourselves become victims of bogus philosophies if we do not read Prabhupada’s books regularly.
As Prabhupada writes in another letter, “In our Krsna society, the boys and girls should now give
more attention for studying the books very attentively. And to get the strength, one should chant the

beads sixteen rounds without fail.”



-- Reading Reform Journal

Reading Reform Journal

1. T have an intention to start a journal of my experience in reading Prabhupada’s books.

1. I have an intention to start a journal of my experience in reading Prabhupada’s books. I thought it
might be like Japa Reform Notebook, helping devotees to read better and to increase their
appreciation of Prabhupada’s books. But for it to have value I have to first keep this journal for my

own purpose—my own improvement in reading and appreciating Prabhupada’s books.

To get at reform I have to be honest. I just read about ten verses and purports from the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. First I experienced sleepiness, which is not unnatural, especially since I rise so early.
Then when that was under control, there was inattention. Sleepiness and inattention—the same two
enemies as in chanting.

But then I found also a subtle form of doubt: I accept what I read in the purports as the absolute truth,
but the material is constantly repetitious, and that is the main cause of my inattention. The material is
organized in a repetitious way, without specific subjects being pursued, just the same thing again and
again.” This doubt takes the blame off me for being sleepy, lazy, or inept, and puts the blame on the
presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam. This doubt, which is usually unspoken, is not unusual among
devotees.

Another problem I discovered is my inability to retain what I had just read. In answer to the question,
“What was the exact subject matter of the verses and purports you just read?” I would be hard
pressed to make a succinct reply. This is another way of saying I read without attention. Again, if I
put the blame on the purport, I am saying it was written in such a way as to have no clear, succinct
method.

I propose to read over again the same material I just read, and this time I am determined to prove that
the problem lies in myself and that constant, rich, intelligible rewards and “new lights” are there in
the purports for one who is serious about the work of study.

2. I desire to read Srila Prabhupada’s books with new dedication, daily, and write my progress.

2. I desire to read Srila Prabhupada’s books with new dedication, daily, and write my progress. I will

log in as a discipline to guide myself in regular, appreciative reading.

I am reading Srimad-Bhagavatam, how Bhismadeva passed away. Without these literatures we have
no standing as devotees or as a movement. I think it is not sufficient that I have read the books
several times before. I have to be regularly reading them if I want to be thinking of Sri Krsna.

The topic I read now is about remembrance of Him by Bhisma, at the time of Bhisma’s death. He is

appreciating his rasa with Krsna and bringing to mind, in samadhi of love, different features of the



Supreme Lord in His other rasas.

A new devotee told me it was difficult accepting the Absolute as Krsna, a bluish cowherd boy. I was
annoyed to hear this heretical doubt and began to present sastric and logical arguments about the
transcendence of Lord Krsna in His personal form. My position is as a defender of the faith, a
speaker on behalf of Vedic knowledge as given to us by Prabhupada. But my own faith and living
connection with Krsna in the form of appreciative reading of Srimad-Bhagavatam has to be regularly
reconfirmed. I will understand the absolute reality of the Vedic history, and the place of Lord Krsna
and the spiritual world will be grasped by me only as I regularly chant and hear.

Also the strain and burden of my regular duties will be alleviated as I see better that I am rendering
loving service to Lord Krsna. And my intimate relationship with Srila Prabhupada will grow when I
keep trying to recall his person, his form (as in photos), his pastimes. I often fall far away. If I depend
on memory it only gets weaker. But association with him through his books, by which he continues
to be my inspiring teacher in the absolute, is the best kind of association.

So this is a nice opening, and a timely, necessary vow for daily reading. Now let me keep logging in,
telling my appreciations, and try to overcome the obstacles to attentive, regular, devotional, inspiring
reading of Prabhupada’s books.

My desire is to improve my reading and thus to improve myself by reading. I already “accept” that
the gopis are the greatest transcendentalists, on equal footing with Sri Krsna, who is the cause of all
causes and the eternal, all-attractive person. But is it because I have accepted Srila Prabhupada and
whatever he presents? I mean, is it only because of my blind faith in him without coming to be his
truly qualified disciple by myself realizing the truth of what he teaches us?

So by sticking to his books and by accepting in actual practice that they are a worthy subject matter
for study, I will enhance both my personal attachment to Prabhupada and to Lord Krsna, on whose
behalf Srila Prabhupada performed all his transcendental efforts.

3. The only person who doesn’t like Srimad-Bhagavatam is the killer of the soul

3. The only person who doesn’t like Srimad-Bhagavatam is the killer of the soul (either the
slaughterer of animals or the person who completely neglects self-realization). These people, because

of gross ignorance. may not understand or may not appreciate Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Srila Prabhupada said that not only every verse and every purport but every word of Srimad-
Bhagavatam is actually Krsna, and if you hear it with appreciation—whether it’s about the divisions
of the planet ‘ s or the divisions of the gopis—it is all transcendental. This information is not
available in the material world; therefore it is called apauruseya—it comes from outside this material
world, from Krsna in the spiritual world. Those who want to get out of this ignorance of just being
bound in this material world will want to study Srimad-Bhagavatam.

4. Srimad-Bhagavatam is essential for the serious candidate who wants to attain the stage of

Bhismadeva at the end.



4. Srimad-Bhagavatam is essential for the serious candidate who wants to attain the stage of
Bhismadeva at the end. The unique situation of Bhisma can be attained at the time of death even
though Lord Krsna may not be personally present. His words of the Bhagavad-gita or Srimad-
Bhagavatam are identical with the Lord. They are sound incarnations. . . . [Of nine items, the first

item, hearing (sravanam), is the most important of all.]” (Bhag. 1.9.43, purport)

The opening entry in this journal indicates my hope of knowing Krsna through the Bhagavatam and
of having an intimate relationship with Prabhupada. These are facts, real opportunities awaiting me
as I regularly read Srimad-Bhagavatam. But often it is slow-going. One has to do it methodically,
read verse and purport. The more I practice it, though, I think it will not be an unliked chore. I will
see it better for what it is, immediate spiritual nourishment and steps toward reaching my eternal
relationship with Krsna—for ultimate breakthrough to unceasing, loving service.

5. Today different things are happening in my life, and they are adding up to whether I will attain to
the kingdom of God.

5. Today different things are happening in my life, and they are adding up to whether I will attain to
the kingdom of God. My position is questionable; I am still struggling, and I am living in a world
where passion and ignorance dominate and where most people reject the Vedic descriptions of
Vaikuntha. T myself, although T accept the Vedic truths, am involved in dealings within ISKCON,
which although transcendental are nevertheless dealings, conflicts, politics, and management. And
yet here before me in the Bhagavatam is the world of eternal bliss and knowledge, pure goodness,
Vaikuntha. Even a poor man residing in the material world can avail himself of this revelation. It is a

great wonder.

I read for about a half hour, very satisfying. Then I looked through what I have read, preparing to
read sections of it aloud and to expand on the themes at the meeting with devotees in my room
tomorrow. This is a nice way to read: preparing to deliver it to others.

6. Just read twenty minutes. Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2. The Lord’s entrance into Dvaraka.

6. Just read twenty minutes. Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2. The Lord’s entrance into Dvaraka. I hope to
retain points for many lectures I’m required to give. Tendency is to skip over words, thinking I am
familiar enough with the points being made and the words. For example, in 1.11.4-5, the verses
describe that the offering of gifts by the citizens of Dvaraka to Lord Krsna was like the offering of a
lamp to the sun-god. So as I read the purport, my tendency is to assume the purport is elaborating on
this point. Then as soon as I see that it is discussing the point as expected, I skip a bit and scan ahead.

But I should not. Some reasons are:



1. I have never fully realized these points and can learn. Otherwise, I can never go deeper but will
always stay at the same level.

2. These points are not to be merely “noticed” or even “learned” or “memorized for future lectures,”
but they are also a matter of spiritual relish. Unless you experience the higher taste here, you will
seek lower taste elsewhere. As my material father used to say, “Stop and take the time to smell the
flowers.”

3. Also there are new things in the word combinations. Rereading means to see the finer points. Take
the time and consider what is being said. It isn’t that always the same thing is being repeated. If you
don’t prove this to yourself, you will subtly minimize and criticize Prabhupada’s presentation as too
repetitious. He presented this for your study and benefit, so take it.

4. Reading at this point doesn’t mean to take credit for completing a certain number of books. You
have already read it all. There is no particular merit either in going fast or slow, or in reading ten
books or one or two. What counts is the quality and devotion you give during the reading.

7.1 read maybe one half hour in the afternoon.

7. 1 read maybe one half hour in the afternoon. Not very good. Struggling to be attentive and awake,
reading about the Lord’s reception in Dvaraka. Srila Prabhupada was saying ideal life is in nice
surroundings, unlike in urban industry. This is an important subject, but I was barely paying

attention.

Later I read an essay by Rupa Vilasa dasa about how and why to introduce daivi-varnasrama into
ISKCON. His essay was based on research in Srila Prabhupada’s writing. This I did read attentively. I
thought, “Maybe my attempt at general reading with no specific purpose is faulty.” But I think that is
only an excuse.

8. Read in car. Usual sleepy stuff, but toward the end there was a peek at Krsna.

8. Read in car. Usual sleepy stuff, but toward the end there was a peek at Krsna. He was so much
present that even I, sleepy reader, got to see Him somewhat in Srimad-Bhagavatam. His arrival in
Dvaraka. Toward the end of the car trip (past the big hills of June greenery—to Philadelphia) I was
awake and reading aloud of the Lord and His sixteen thousand wives. Often that happens, a wasted or
slow start and then strong near end. At least a glimpse!

9. Very little reading. When I say I sleep when I read, it sounds awful!

9. Very little reading. When I say I sleep when I read, it sounds awful! The excuse is I rise at 2:30
A.M. and keep busily engaged chanting, singing, dancing, speaking the Bhagavatam—all morning.
After breakfast I’'m busy with management, then when I go to read, the sedentary nature of it makes

me drowsy. I am already tired, and the concentration required for reading fails me. I fall away.

How to prevent it? One way would be to live in a manner geared more to reading—eating lightly,

using my prime time for reading, etc—but can I do that?



Our life is so demanding—to be G.B.C. administrator, manager, worrier seems different than to be
spiritual guide, philosopher, preacher. Yet we have to do all this service for Prabhupada, and he
expected this of his G.B.C. men. So push on.

A hint! Quality is what counts, not quantity of pages. Also, time taken at the right time—early A.M.
or whenever alert is better than misspent hours.

10. Yesterday 6 hours on the plane. I heard tapes. When I read I slept some.

10. Yesterday 6 hours on the plane. I heard tapes. When I read I slept some. As I explained to a
devotee, it is natural we tend to drowse over Srimad-Bhagavatam. We sleep little and stay active, so
when we stop to read, which offers a peaceful, quiet situation, our fatigue catches up with us. That’s
the “natural” excuse. But how to solve it? I don’t know the answer.

11. Good reading is essentially concentration.

11. Good reading is essentially concentration. For reading Prabhupada’s books this concentration
must be in the mood of submission and devotion. It is something like focusing in on an object under
a microscope and then studying it carefully without distraction. In this case, the object under study is
bhakti-yoga. The analogy is incomplete, because bhakti-yoga is not a microscopic world but is the
totality of all knowledge. Due to our being completely distracted and forgetful of our real purpose,

we have to concentrate and rediscover the reality of bhakti-yoga.

Reading the Srimad-Bhagavatam means concentrating on its various subjects toward exclusive
surrender to Krsna—the most important topics to be studied in human life. When we read carefully,
we can actually, at least for the time of our study, concentrate totally on the science of devotion. As
we go on reading on a regular, daily basis, more and more we team the art of this concentration.

Good reading is therefore a method of yoga. Instead of concentrating first on the sitting position and
then on controlling the breaths within the body as in the eight-fold system of mystic yoga, we begin
on a much higher level of consciousness by concentrating on the message of Srimad-Bhagavatam.
We have to learn the art by applying ourselves again and again, gaining concentration on what
Prabhupada is saying in the Bhaktivedanta purports. Therefore, again my rough analogy: we sit at the
desk, adjust our eyesight to the subject of study (namely, the printed page containing the
Bhaktivedanta purport), and then we focus in with attention, submission, and devotion. By focus, the
whole spiritual and material worlds come into view. We become as fortunate as the residents of
Vrndavana, who were shown all the spiritual worlds within the waters of the Yamuna. Within the
apparently small compass of the book page containing the Bhaktivedanta purport we can see before
us the total existence, and by the grace of Srila Prabhupada, the Supreme Personality of Godhead will
kindly reveal Himself to us. When we learn this art of seeing Krsna in the Srimad-Bhagavatam, we
will lose all other taste for other readings or other engagements. We will consider everything aside

from devotional service to be a distraction, and we’ll hanker to return to the Srimad-Bhagavatam



repeatedly. Then there will be no question of our thinking that Prabhupada’s books are repetitious or
difficult to read.

To attain this fortunate state we have to begin in the position of a neophyte. Just as a child beginning
to comprehend the reading process, we may have to go slowly, pronouncing and understanding each
word. In our case, we are not so much like a child reading for the first time as we are like an
intoxicated man or a person whose faculties are damaged, trying to recover our senses from repeated
collision with material consciousness. So we may have to read slowly, like a rehabilitating patient,
and gradually recover perception of the real world.

12. T like The Nectar of Devotion chapter I’'m reading

12. T like The Nectar of Devotion chapter I’m reading, “Further Features of Ecstatic Love for Krsna,”
but my eyes keep closing. It’s a physical fatigue, not a lack of interest. My mind often has difficulty
in holding the description, and my memory immediately loses more than half of what I read, like a
leaking sieve. Nevertheless, I want to read on. So I place the book down and hope to return,
consoling myself: “At least you like it. Later you may qualify.” Yes, for a blessed few minutes I was
captured by krsna-katha and the material world was put aside.

13. I have no daily routine of reading at a certain time.

13. T have no daily routine of reading at a certain time. I’m not even reading through a particular
volume. But today on the plane I read some verses and purports of the Bhagavad-gita, and now I just
read from the Namamrta. This reading is like working through a screen. Krsna is on the other side of
the screen. I have to be watchful as I read. If conditions are right, especially my wakeful attention,
submission, and my reading with the feeling of need and dependence, then pure Krsna consciousness

filters through the obstructive screen.

In devoting yourself to reading, you have to sometimes turn away from all else and pay attention only

to the book; the Krsna consciousness coming through the screen is a reward to a watchful reader.

Did you read?

Yes I did.

What?

Bhagavata.

What was it?

I can’t remember.

Then how can you say you read’?

I read, but I just can’t remember. I guess I didn’t read so well.
Why?

I don’t know.



How foolish! Now go read again.
Yes, I will.

I may not want to even admit to some of the obstacles preventing me from being deeply touched by
reading Srimad-Bhagavatam. One obstacle may be that I still have doubts. Of course, I have taken
Krsna consciousness as my “religion,” and thus Srimad-Bhagavatam is my scripture. I publicly and
also privately accept Srimad-Bhagavatam as the absolute truth. I know how to argue against atheistic
doubts.

For example, I read the description of hellish planets and their punishments in the Fifth Canto. I
accept when Snla Prabhupada writes, “Sometimes people disbelieve these descriptions of hell, but
whether one believes or not, everything must be carried out by the laws of nature, which no one can
avoid.” T don’t take the hellish planets or Yamaraja as mythological, but I question why I am not
more moved to read of it’? Why not more frightened of hell or more compassionate toward those on
the path to the hellish planets? And when there are descriptions of the beauty of Krsna and the
spiritual world, certainly I accept them as true, but why am I not more moved, attracted, ecstatic? So
perhaps it is not so much intellectual doubt I am mentioning here but a dullness, a wretched dullness
toward the living, transcendental reality of Srimad-Bhagavatam verses and purports. When will the
day come that I will appreciate it?

14. Reading for us is like getting rich for the materialist.

14. Reading for us is like getting rich for the materialist. It’s like having lots of money rolling in, like
becoming prosperous, famous, or victorious; whereas for the materialist, such gains will be

vanquished—and are thus illusory—our gains from reading are permanent.

You have to convince the mind that such a submissive inquiry is worthwhile. Once the mind
surrenders and you actually spend some hours with Srila Prabhupada’s books, then you will be
convinced. And you will be aware, “My Krsna consciousness is being revived and strengthened.”
And the more you imbibe, the more you will want. You will think, “T have had so little of this! I have
been starving! I must have more.” And the clock will seem to speed unfairly, leaving you with not
enough time to read as much as you would like. And like the true transcendentalist, you will be
disgusted with sleep and want to conquer it for good. And while not being overconfident, you will
think, “Sex desire is not so insurmountable. With these books, I can stay transcendental.”

15. I read a Fourth Canto chapter, “Narada Instructs King Barhisat.

15. I read a Fourth Canto chapter, “Narada Instructs King Barhisat. “The verses and purports give

very careful descriptions of the subtle and gross material bodies.



In discussions of the phenomena of the subtle and gross bodies, such as in dreams and waking
identity, the identity of the spirit soul is unknown. That has to be directly perceived by Krsna
consciousness, beginning with chanting and hearing and serving the pure devotee. But by studying
the gross and subtle bodies, one can see that one’s identity keeps being forgotten and revived and
changed back and forth as we pass from dreaming to waking to dreaming states. The real identity of
the spirit soul lies beyond these.

At the end of the chapter, Srila Prabhupada writes in a purport that a devotee may be criticized if he
doesn’t preach this knowledge. We should become perfect by knowledge and by acting as eternal
servants of Krsna—and then preach this knowledge to do good to others.

Therefore, reading this chapter means to become perfectly aware of one’s identity as spirit soul, part
and parcel of Krsna, beyond subtle and gross bodily states—but reading is incomplete until one also
shares this knowledge by taking up the activities of preaching. Prabhupada writes, “If one realizes
that he is an eternal servant of Krsna but does not preach it, his realization is imperfect.” Similarly,
one who simply engages in temple worship but does not see to the interest of the masses of people or
cannot recognize devotees is called a kanistha-adhikari.”

16. In the temple, devotees were bowing down before the Deity, and I heard them saying their
obeisances.

16. In the temple, devotees were bowing down before the Deity, and I heard them saying their
obeisances. They were saying my name, “Satsvarupa dasa gosvamin iti namine.” I was struck that
their spiritual standing depends on my spiritual standing. The responsibility made me think that

reading Prabhupada’s books is certainly time well spent.

Reading can be called fuel for preaching or it can be described as life substance itself. It is the
heartbeat and breath, the jnana and the bhakti of spiritual life. It is duty, love, renunciation; it is
sastra; it is Srila Prabhupada—it is many, many things, and all of them positive forces for
approaching Krsna. Srila Prabhupada wrote me a letter: “Whenever you get a chance, read my
books.” And to one who wanted to preach, he advised, “Cram my purports.”

17. A desire to read. But I have little time.

17. A desire to read. But I have little time. And neither can I resent the time spent on the phone, in

management, or meeting with devotees in preaching. But I must desire to read and think of it.

In the next few days there will be long plane flights—the Caribbean Islands, and a week after that, to
India. I already have a firm policy that I never read any mundane magazines or newspapers while in
flight. It is too dangerous. (As if on the ground it is factually safer!) Those flights will be opportune
times to read Prabhupada’s books. Only by reading (sravanam) can I do any good at kirtanam,
speaking or writing.

18. In airport, on airplane, several hours I read of the Daksa yajna from the Fourth Canto.



18. In airport, on airplane, several hours I read of the Daksa yajna from the Fourth Canto. It was an
early-morning flight, and sometimes I dozed while I read. I reread passages and tried to pay attention.
The reading concentration and attention wasn’t very deep. That comes when I have an intense desire
to communicate or hear. It is a gift, that kind of concentration whereby Krsna reveals Himself more

than usual from the pages in the Bhagavatam.

One good sign: When I read for an extended time, it then grows on me, and I want to read some
more. I stop and converse, but then I hanker to return; even if I am not reading with great receptivity,
I want to try it again. It is better than any conversing. [ want to go on reading. That is a good sign.

19. My reading is like this day-overcast. But Lord Krsna is the sun.

19. My reading is like this day-overcast. But Lord Krsna is the sun. Only my point of view, clouded
in body and mind, makes me unfit to fully receive Him. Still, He is told in the pages of the story of

Dhruva Maharaja. Shadow reading.

I am traveling in “foreign” countries and required to speak repeatedly and to be potent. Therefore, I
know I must be well versed and attached to Bhagavatam. In one purport, Srila Prabhupada writes that
we must be addicted to hearing just as an addict is addicted to intoxicants. Let me be so hooked that I
cannot do without it.

I can go on remembering my past readings of Bhagavatam or depend on inspiration from Supersoul,
or remember what I have actually heard from Srila Prabhupada and trust that the memory will be
awarded to me as a result of my service—but these methods do not preclude my regular readings.
Otherwise, I forget.

20. I read the purport again and again but I cannot understand it

20. I read the purport again and again but I cannot understand it—I cannot focus my attention. Due to
so many reasons, I cannot read it, I cannot hear it. Then another time it is better.

21. Actually, these books are very much sought after.

21. Actually, these books are very much sought after. Today in Guyana I went to one man who was a
member of Parliament, and he turned out to be a great reader of Prabhupada’s books. He’d been
reading for many years. I said, “What books do you have?” And he took out a little pad, and on the
back of the pad he had listed which books he had. They were completely scattered through the series.
He said that was all he could get, but he had read them all. He said, “I read in the Introduction to the
Bhagavatam that Prabhupada said it should be read very carefully from the beginning through the
end, but I also read that even if you can’t do that, each book is self-contained. So I’'m reading them in

this way. I read them very carefully, a line, a purport at a time, and if I don’t understand, I go back.”

I was touched by this man. Whatever books he had he was reading very carefully. I had just finished

reading a volume of Srimad-Bhagavatam, so I said, “This is a very wonderful book. I’ll give you this



volume of mine.” T gave him the book, and I even had some notes in it, so I said, “I’ve written some
notes in here.”

He said, “Oh, I want to make notes, but I hold the book so reverent that I wouldn’t want to make a
note in the book, but I keep place markers in the books.”

Then I became even more inclined to him. I said, “Have you ever heard a tape of Prabhupada?” He
said no. “Here’s a tape,” I said. “Do you have a tape recorder?”

He said, “Oh, as soon as I go home I’m going to listen to this.” He had never heard a tape of Srila
Prabhupada, and he had just a few scattered books, not much of a collection. But he was a very avid
reader.

We’re fortunate to have all the books, and we have so many tapes that sometimes they clutter our
rooms, but this is our wealth, this is our treasure, and we have to use it. We have to read these books;
we have to discuss these books, appreciate these books. Sravanam kirtanam visnoh smaranam pada-
sevanam. Serve these books, distribute these books. Otherwise we’ll become unfortunate.

22. One or two hours’ reading, and completed another volume.

22. One or two hours’ reading, and completed another volume. As I read, I felt close to Srila
Prabhupada. What a valuable gain by reading! Reading his personal voice or language can bring you
close to him. The best gain is that reading produces a desire to read Prabhupada’s purports more.
Also as we are devotee-preachers this is the most needed staple nutrition for us when we give
lectures and give counsel.

23. Haven’t done so much. Today, none.

23. Haven’t done so much. Today, none. But tomorrow I promise some!

24. Not so great, but in the evening I sat with two disciples, and we read verse and purport and
explained it.

24. Not so great, but in the evening I sat with two disciples, and we read verse and purport and
explained it. It was very nice. We read of Krsna’s spiritual body. I should go on hearing. It was
intricate subject matter, and new lights appeared from the reading. I thought how Brahmananda
Swami said Srila Prabhupada’s work is “an incomparable literary treasure.” It is not just another good
literature; it is the best exposition of the absolute truth in sampradaya. All other schools are more or
less illusion. So I should go on reading and relishing and learning and remembering.

25.In SB 1.16, there is discussion that a devotee never wastes his time

25. In the First Canto, sixteenth chapter, of Srimad-Bhagavatam, there is discussion that a devotee
never wastes his time hearing topics that are not related to the Supreme Lord. Other topics lead to
death. Our life is short, and we don’t know when we will be forced to leave, so every minute should
be engaged in hearing and discussing topics of the Lord.

At least I am doing some reading today, in the car on the New Jersey Turnpike. Then we travel eight

or nine hours by plane to Europe—another opportunity for extended reading.



I just saw a sign outside a church that said, “How do you face the trials of life?” I certainly feel I (like
everyone) am faced with trials. We face them by depending on Krsna. We see things through the eyes
of the scripture. More reasons for reading.

26. One senior devotee said of another, “He reads a lot, but as an austerity.

26. One senior devotee said of another, “He reads a lot, but as an austerity. “ How should one read?
Even if austerity is not your motive in reading, yet it is austerity. Otherwise, why do we fall asleep or
pass over the deep meanings, except that we have not concentrated carefully? And that takes a kind

of transcendental labor, or it requires a highly receptive state of inspiration-to-read, which is rare.

Of course, I like Srimad-Bhagavatam, and I know I need it, and I want it. But—therefore I say—read
each day. As soon as you really do it, you know, “I need this to keep my conviction in Sri Krsna,
because delusion is strong. Here only is the constant affirmation of the Absolute Truth.”

27. Just flew six and a half hours from London.

27. Just flew six and a half hours from London. One good thing about long plane rides: you can read.

Sometimes sleepy, but still I got some good licks in—submissive reading of Bhagavatam.

I cannot easily remember what I read. But as Prabhupada said to me, “Go on hearing.” And one tends
to remember in lecturing what one recently read. You must go on and on. There is no end to it. Just
like distributing books, one goes on and on giving them out. So one reads, pursuing the combination
—nityam bhagavata-sevaya—until the end of life.

I just heard a taped lecture by Prabhupada in which he denounces “artistical,” grammatically correct
literatures like Shakespeare and other big, big writers. They are “useless” he said. Because for all
their artistry and expressiveness (metaphor, etc.), they lack glorification of Krsna. It’s a fact I do read
some non-Krsna conscious literature. News—for writing about topical events and to keep abreast as a
preacher in this world. And I read literature, like now I have been looking at Chinese poetry to get an
idea for my own poetry writing. Be careful, and always read the real literature, from swanlike
persons.

28. The Bhagavatam should never betaken as an ordinary book.

28. The Bhagavatam should never betaken as an ordinary book. Whoever takes different types of
direct association with Krsna as material has a hellish mentality. So if you accept Bhagavatam, then
you cannot take it as ordinary. One devotee recalled an incident when someone put a Bhagavatam on
the floor. The book was on top of a cloth but was on the floor, and Prabhupada said, no, pick it up.
Don’t leave the book there. The book is an incarnation of Krsna. The Bhagavatam had to be properly

treated.

Properly treated doesn’t mean you just keep it in a nice dust jacket on your shelf. In The Nectar of

Devotion, it says if one just keeps these books on his shelf, it is understood that Narayana is residing



in his home. But as with the Deity, we don’t just get a nice Deity of Krsna and keep it on a shelf for
some person to admire as if it were just a piece of artistic sculpture. Similarly, we do not try to
impress someone with our devotional library. Prabhupada said that this is the custom in America—
people get so many books that they don’t even read them. They just keep them so that they have a
library. Sometimes they don’t even have books, they just have paneling with the backs of books. But
they have a “good library. “ For a devotee, having a good library is, of course, to have a set of all
Srila Prabhupada’s books. So if you go into any householder’s apartment, we expect to find a full set
of Prabhupada’s books, handsomely sitting on several shelves. But he’ll be just like the karmi if he
doesn’t read these books.

29. T admit to a limitation or weakness in putting up with the regular burden of my duties.

29. I admit to a limitation or weakness in putting up with the regular burden of my duties. In taking
the day off from my regular program, I am trying to apply myself to reading—sravanam—trying to
appreciate the singular value of it. So starting early (it is 3:15 A.M.), I am reading Bhagavatam.

30. The very first activities of the morning seem to be the very best.

30. The very first activities of the morning seem to be the very best. Just now I wrote a “Personal” of
Srila Prabhupada for Prabhupada Nectar, then chanted three rounds, and now reading. But my mind
is already ranging to different subjects, and attention is not as deep as yesterday morning when I read
first thing on rising. It is a matter of setting priorities. But why can’t I keep at it hour after hour, with
concentration?

31. ’m starting to read the Bhagavad-gita again.

31. I’m starting to read the Bhagavad-gita again. In the Introduction Srila Prabhupada writes that the
goal of Bhagavad-gita is always to think of Krsna. What I have to realize is that the Bhagavad-gita is
vitally important to me. I do not want to become over familiar with the Gita and think, “It is the book
we are supposed to read in our religion.” But actually it is the most vital thing, more vital than our

daily eating and other material necessities. We have to understand the Bhagavad-gita.

Reading the Bhagavad-gita is so important that it makes me almost reluctant to read for fear that I
will read negligently. Every verse and purport is very precious, and the possibility of understanding
them in sequence is a very great boon for anyone who wants spiritual advancement. So sometimes,
seeing that I am inattentive in reading, I lament that I am, at least for the present, unqualified to read
the Bhagavad-gita. And yet I do not want to put it aside, because it must be read. How can we live
without the Gida? We have to read, but do not want to waste the precious verses of Bhagavad-gita by
taking them in a careless manner.

To avoid inattention I try reading aloud the verses and purports. It helps. But still inattention occurs.
Sometimes I go back and read again. I am aware that later I will not intensely remember these things
although I read them, even if I read them carefully at the time. Still there is never loss in spending

time chanting and hearing the Bhagavad-gita.



I thought of the image of falling snow. Many, many snowflakes fall at first before the snow actually
begins to stick. So by keeping oneself in the atmosphere of constant chanting and hearing, eventually
the message will stick.

I don’t want to think of the Kuruksetra setting as some old history that has little reference to what is
happening now. I have to understand how Krsna makes everything completely relevant by His
presence and His words.

32. Reading is a very important way to direct and chasten the wayward intelligence...

32. Reading is a very important way to direct and chasten the wayward intelligence so one desires to
act for the pleasure of Krsna. This akama spirit must be there. But how will it appear and replace the
kama? Answer: by Krsna’s grace. How will we get that grace? By hearing, by austerities, by His
causeless grace, the grace of guru. Work gains grace.

33. I feel I am reading right when the words reverberate through my entire devotional service
existence.

33. I feel T am reading right when the words reverberate through my entire devotional service

existence.

I just read Prabhupada quoting Jada Bharata that the cause of his advancement to paramahamsa stage
was due to being blessed by the dust of the feet of great devotees (Prabhupada’s italics). There are
many statements like this, but because I was reading submissively, it made me think and feel, “Yes, I
should adjust all my activities according to his directions in the Bhagavatam.” That is a better order
of reading. I read this way, opening the book at 3:00 A.M. after bathing and before even chanting my
rounds.

34. Srila Prabhupada writes in one purport (Bg. 4.9) that if one doesn’t know Krsna, he is in the
mode of ignorance.

34. Srila Prabhupada writes in one purport (Bg. 4.9) that if one doesn’t know Krsna, he is in the
mode of ignorance. We “know” Krsna, but it is often only an official knowing. One could even say
that our approach to Krsna becomes dogmatic. That is, we accept that Krsna is God and that
everyone should serve Him—but we become unthinking about it. This is partly due to hearing or
reading inattentively. We lose interest. That means we are not intent to know Krsna, or at least to hear
Him speak. Thus we also enter a kind of ignorance, a dullness of uncaring, as if we already know
everything about Krsna and so we are no longer interested in the subject matter of Krsna. This is

ignorance.

Of course, “knowing Krsna” means to serve Him. It doesn’t mean to retire from activities in His
service and make a show of being Krsna conscious. But surely regular reading is part of our service
to Him. Thus we read whenever we get a chance, hankering for it, determined to find the time,

because therein lies strength to continue in His service.



Realization is everything. In a Bhaktivedanta purport (Bg. 6.1), Prabhupada states that the true yogi
acts for the interest of Krsna. Now, do I realize this? I think, “Not yet.” Do I understand what it
means to work for the satisfaction of Krsna? Do I know who Krsna is? Do I realize it’? I think, “Not
yet.” Then we have not understood or truly read or heard a single line of the Bhagavad-gita. Not yet.
Go on reading.
35. Reminders:

35. Reminders:

1. Srila Prabhupada said, “Whenever you get time, read my books.” When this time occurs, we
should approach the reading with humility. Mentally we should approach the book, making
prostrated obeisances, and worship the Lord in His literary form.

2. Srila Prabhupada said, “If you want to know me, I am in my books.”

3. Acknowledging that reading is hard work may help, as long as we don’t begrudge the work or
think it unfruitful. We should also not find fault with Prabhupada’s style or presentation. One
Godbrother said, “Srila Prabhupada’s books are spiritual. But materially speaking, to read page after
page of the same thing—*Surrender to Krsna’—is very difficult.” Yes, that is because the mind wants
novelties. But there are also novelties and varieties in Krsna conscious literature as presented to us by
Srila Prabhupada.

4. Just by regularly reading Prabhupada’s books we will be introduced in due course to Krsna’s
pastimes in the internal energy. Everything will be revealed to the faithful servitor and reader of
Srimad-Bhagavatam. By Srila Prabhupada’s expert presentation, even while reading the early cantos,
we quickly come to understand that the purusa-avatara is not Himself the original Personality of
Godhead, but He is a plenary part of Govinda, who dwells in His original form in Krsnaloka. Lord
Govinda is Himself the cause of all causes, and He is also the enjoyer of five kinds of primary rasas,

such as master and servant, friend and friend, parent and child, and lover and beloved.

We are safe and secure in Prabhupada’s hands, since he does not rush us prematurely to exclusive
contemplation of Krsna in His internal energy; and yet Prabhupada’s purports will also definitely lift
us to the highest understanding of Radha-Krsna.



-- Questions and Answers

Questions and Answers

1. I find that the books are so deeply philosophical and...

1. I find that the books are so deeply philosophical and filled with so many unfamiliar terms that I
cannot really understand them. Is it not a waste of time for me to keep going over and over each line

or purport’?

Answer: Somehow or other, we must become Krsna conscious. No one can ever really know
everything about Krsna, but the test of a devotee is how he relishes hearing about Him. You will
benefit from reading even if you do not understand all of the terms, provided you maintain your
interest and attention.

There are various techniques for reading and studying, and we should in time come to study the
books with precision. We should understand the different terms and concepts that appear so that we
can explain them properly when we preach. Even materially, a good student increases his vocabulary
by listing unfamiliar words and looking them up in a dictionary. And we should take notes and
discuss the books with other devotees in order to become fully knowledgeable of them.

2. Often I finish reading a long purport only to find...

2. Often I finish reading a long purport only to find I was thinking about something else the whole

time. How can I keep my mind from wandering when I read’?

Answer: We have to be humble and submissive and want to hear. Krsna imparted the Bhagavad-gita
to Arjuna only after Arjuna approached Krsna in helpless humility. “Now I am confused about my
duty and have lost all composure because of miserly weakness,” he said. Prabhupada explains in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam that to hear with rapt attention, one’s consciousness must be pure, and that
requires purity in eating, sleeping, mating, and defending. The purer we are, the more we will feel an
urgent need to hear. This will make us more attentive.

As long as we do not have a higher taste and are therefore open to distractions, we will be inattentive.
Krsna says, “Wherever the mind wanders due to its flickering and unsteady nature, one must
certainly withdraw it and bring it back under the control of the self” (Bg. 6.26). When you notice that
you are reading without paying attention, either reread the verse and purport, or just read the next, but
with attention.

Sometimes we will read with startling receptivity, and we will immediately feel enlivened and
enthusiastic and in that way receive so much benefit. This often occurs when we read in the early

morning hours. (The sages at Naimisaranya would gather early in the morning to hear about Krsna,



and in a purport, Prabhupada states that morning is the best time to hold spiritual services.) Whenever
you find yourself reading receptively, examine how it came about, and then practice reading like that.
For some, the pressure of a heavy workload creates difficulties for reading. One devotee I know
works so hard physically that whenever he sits down to read, he falls asleep. And some devotees may
work in ways that agitate their minds and cause them to become distracted when reading. Devotees
who have experienced and solved such problems as these should share their knowledge and
realizations with others and in this way encourage them. We should not be complacent and think,
“Well, that’s the way it is. I always fall asleep,” or, I am too agitated to ever read. “ We must fight to
overcome these conditions.

We should not read all day, but whatever reading time we do have should not be wasted. Rather, we
should read only the most important Vaisnava literatures. Prabhupada advised against being a
“bookworm” by reading many books unnecessarily. A bookworm is also one who reads the books but
who does not live as an active servant of Krsna and the spiritual master in accordance with the
Vaisnava conclusion. What good is the learning of such a person?

3. I 'like to read so much that sometimes I find myself reading...

3. I like to read so much that sometimes I find myself reading when I should be doing other things. Is
this all right?

Answer: The verses and purports of Prabhupada’s books say that we should accept the order of the
spiritual master as our life and soul and engage our bodies, minds, and words in his service. To read
properly means to enact these instructions in our lives on a daily basis. That devotee who reads
Prabhupada’s books without obeying the instructions found therein will eventually misinterpret the
books in subtle ways. His reading will become tainted by his corrupt attitude. So we should always
follow Prabhupada’s instructions carefully by serving unconditionally.

We are fortunate if we develop a keen appreciation for reading Prabhupada’s books, and we should
cultivate the intense desire to read and to talk about the knowledge found in the books. That spirit
should be there. But we should not study the books in a devious, selfish way. Nor should we cheat by
reading instead of performing our regular duties. We will be less inclined to cheat or to use reading as
an excuse if we schedule daily reading times. Neither will we cheat if we constantly read or hear
while engaging in our regular service activities. Shortly after joining the temple as a young
brahmacari, Srila Acaryadeva took on many duties as sankirtana leader. But he also very much
wanted to study Prabhupada’s books. After finishing a quick breakfast, he would pick up a book and
get in a few minutes’ worth of reading while the others were still eating. He would also read in the
van on the way to do sankirtana. He thus packed his day with as much reading as possible. In a
similar way, we should read and hear as much as possible as we perform our daily duties.

When circumstances make reading a book impossible, we can hear a recording of Srila Prabhupada

lecturing, or we can discuss the philosophy with a view toward deepening our understanding. In this



way, we can gain practical realization of the conclusion of Prabhupada’s books. As Lord Krsna tells
Arjuna, “The thoughts of My pure devotees dwell in Me, their lives are surrendered to Me, and they
derive great satisfaction and bliss from always enlightening one another and conversing about Me”
(Bg. 10.9).

4. The impersonalists study the Bhagavad-gita very carefully, yet...

4. The impersonalists study the Bhagavad-gita very carefully, yet they still misinterpret it and miss
the conclusion. Would you say that as long as we are conditioned, we will in some way misinterpret
the pure message?

Answer: Someone asked Prabhupada how the impersonalists can say that Krsna is not God when
Krsna says so clearly in the Bhagavad-gita that He is. Prabhupada answered that the impersonalists
know that Krsna is God, but out of rascaldom they say otherwise. They deliberately attack the
Personality of Godhead by saying that He is void or without personality. That is their nefarious
business.

In the mood of a conditioned soul, Lord Caitanya writes, “My dear Lord, You put all of Your energies
in Your holy name, but unfortunately I commit offenses in chanting, and therefore I cannot taste the
sweetness.” In a similar way, a devotee may think, “I know that Prabhupada worked tirelessly to give
us these books and that Krsna is on every page, but I cannot appreciate them.” Such a devotee
accepts Krsna as God, but because of his conditioning, he fails to appreciate Krsna’s books. Such a
mixed devotee may not be able to act as an expert transparent via medium for relaying the message
of the books, but this does not mean he misinterprets them. Only by intentionally acting in a very
devious way does one misinterpret Prabhupada’s books.

5. In one lecture you compare reading with eating, saying that...

5. In one lecture you compare reading with eating, saying that if one does not eat, then he will
become physically weak and eventually die, and if one does not read all of Srila Prabhupada’s books,

then he will weaken and die spiritually. Would you explain this?

Answer: The Caitanya-caritamrta states that just as a body needs grains to live, so too does the spirit
soul need to hear. It is a simple fact that if a person does not eat for a month or so, his organs dry up
and cease to function. Similarly, if over a few months’ or a few years’ time we neglect reading
Prabhupada’s books, we will develop symptoms of spiritual illness. Anarthas will come. We will
begin to doubt that the soul is in the body or that Krsna is God, and we will neglect our duties. So
Prabhupada’s books are there to keep us hale and hearty.

6. Sometimes a devotee will become attached to one book...

6. Sometimes a devotee will become attached to one book in particular, and he will read that book

again and again. Is such intensive study desirable?



Answer: On numerous occasions Prabhupada instructed the devotees to read all the books. When
Prabhupada says, “all the books,” he basically means the Bhagavad-gita, the Srimad-Bhagavatam
(together with Krsna book, a summary study of the Tenth Canto), the Caitanya-caritamrta, and The
Nectar of Devotion. Other books, such as Teachings of Queen Kunti, Sri Isopanisad, The Nectar of
Instruction, and the various presentations of Prabhupada’s talks and lectures, are all based upon these
other four and are considered supplementary. And although the four major writings comprise a good
number of volumes, they are not many in comparison to the collections of books people today are
accustomed to gathering.

Why should one read only one book’? Prabhupada gave us a variety of literatures for understanding
and relishing different mellows. What is more, Prabhupada’s four principal books (including the
Srimad-Bhagavatam and the Caitanya-caritamrta) present the Absolute Truth from different levels of
realization. The Bhagavad-gita is a preliminary, “nutshell” presentation, the Srimad-Bhagavatam is
more elaborate, and the Caitanya-caritamrta is the most elaborate of all, giving the deepest spiritual
pastimes of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His appearance as His own devotee. These four
works are certainly sufficient for going back to Godhead, and we should read them all. Why concoct
a different program?

7.1 have a lot of service, and whenever I make special plans to read...

7. 1 have a lot of service, and whenever I make special plans to read, something always seems to

come up. What can I do?

Answer: It is a question of priority. For example, when it is time to pay the bills, a man will first pay
those bills he considers most important or vital to his well-being—the rent, the gas or electric bill,
etc. If he owes some money to a close friend, he may think, “Well, I would like to repay him now, but
I will not suffer if I do not.” By thinking like this, the man will put off repaying his friend
indefinitely. We should not assign such a low priority to reading. Rather, without fail we should read
Prabhupada’s books every day. Rare occasions may prevent our reading the books on a given day, but
apart from such special, emergency situations, we should read Prabhupada’s books daily.

We should not let our personal preferences about when and where to read deter us from reading under
other conditions. For example, a householder may desire that his wife prepare a very nice meal, offer
him a nice sitting place, and then pleasantly serve him just as he likes. But if the householder’s
business occasionally makes special demands upon his time, he will not fail to maintain himself—he
will take at least a hurried meal at the office. So regardless of how actively engaged we may be in our
service—whether we are driving a tractor at New Vrindaban or distributing books at the airport—we
should read every day. And the reason is simple: we need the sustenance.

8. Is there a difference between hearing from Prabhupada’s books...

8. Is there a difference between hearing from Prabhupada’s books and hearing the Hare Krsna mantra

when we chant?



Answer: The goal of both reading and chanting is to understand Krsna and to glorify Him. Although
all of the verses found in Prabhupada’s books are included within the Hare Krsna mantra, we should
not use this as an excuse for not reading the books. Rather, we may say that Prabhupada’s books are
an elaboration or expansion of the Hare Krsna mantra.

ISKCON is a preaching movement. Some prakrta-sahajiyas, however, think that one should only
chant Hare Krsna, and they reject the Vaisnava literatures as mental speculation. But Prabhupada’s
books are not speculations, and to preach the glories of the holy name effectively, we must know the
philosophy presented in these books.

9. Every devotee has a daily quota to chant sixteen rounds...

9. Every devotee has a daily quota to chant sixteen rounds of the Hare Krsna mantra. Should there be

a similar quota for reading Prabhupada’s books?

Answer: Prabhupada did not specifically assign a quota for reading his books, but he did instruct the
devotees to attend classes both in the morning and evening. We may accept that standard or its
equivalent as Prabhupada’s minimum quota for hearing from his books. Individuals can discuss
additional quotas with the spiritual master or his representative. (Jagadisa Goswami advises gurukula
teachers to accept the quota of reading for two hours every day.) But regardless of other quotas, every
devotee should always read as much as possible without neglecting other duties.

10. Should a devotee’s reading program include memorizing verses?

10. Should a devotee’s reading program include memorizing verses?

Answer: Yes, that is part of studying the books. It is especially important when lecturing to cite the
Sanskrit evidence. In his preaching, Prabhupada would himself quote many, many verses, and he
would criticize devotees who could not answer questions in class without looking in a book. So we
should become like expert lawyers who build their cases by quoting chapter and verse.

11. Parts of Krsna book seem unbelievable to me. How...

11. Parts of Krsna book seem unbelievable to me. How can I overcome my doubts?

Answer: The best way to dispel these doubts about Krsna book is by reading Krsna book. It is the
atheistic temperament alone that gives rise to doubts, but Krsna book directly challenges that
temperament on every page. And the fact is that all of the Vedas conclude that Krsna is God. Great,
powerful sages like Vyasadeva, who are in full knowledge of both matter and spirit and who have no
interest in fairy tales, accept Krsna as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. By reading Krsna’s
pastimes in Krsna book, we get the intelligence to come to the proper understanding.

When we have a doubt about something we find in the books, rather than setting the book aside and

succumbing to that doubt, we should make submissive inquiries and listen carefully to the



explanations. As Krsna instructs Arjuna, tad viddhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevaya: “Just try to
learn the truth by approaching a bona fide spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render
service unto him” (Bg. 4.34). Prabhupada would often end his lectures by asking for questions; ‘Ask
your questions,” he would say, “so that everything is clear.” And there are explanations. For example,
many of the activities described in the Bhagavatam take place on higher planets within the material
world and are performed by demigods with superhuman abilities. Such activities are never seen on
this planet and consequently appear fantastic. After hearing such explanations, we should then
discuss what we have heard among the devotees.

12. What is the best overall attitude or mood that one should adopt when...

12. What is the best overall attitude or mood that one should adopt when approaching Prabhupada’s
books?

Answer: Great sages of the Bhagavatam, such as Maharaja Pariksit or Vidura or Narada Muni, often
describe how they never tire of hearing the nectar of Krsna’s instructions, and this Prabhupada states
is the essential attitude of the ideal listener. So we should approach Prabhupada’s books with
submission and reverence, as if we were approaching the Deity.

As for what mood to approach the books in, there are many. For example, a child may approach his
mother for protection, or he may go to render service in a loving way. And there may be many moods
or tastes in that loving exchange. So we may read the books by studiously searching out specific
themes to increase our knowledge in Bhagavatam—economics, sociology, history, philosophy, and
art—or we may read in the mood of a dependent child resting in the lap of the mother Vedas.
Whatever our needs may be, by giving submissive aural reception to Prabhupada’s books, everything
will come.

13. Does posture affect one’s consciousness while reading?

13. Does posture affect one’s consciousness while reading? Does a devotee show more reverence by

sitting in a certain way while he reads?

Answer: In Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta, Vol. 111, I record an incident in which Prabhupada tells a
devotee to read by sitting up straight and holding the book in front of him with both palms, but there
are no hard and fast rules for reading Prabhupada’s books. We should not, however, be so
comfortable that we fall asleep, and if possible we should read in a quiet place with good lighting.
But there are really no asanas that one need adopt while reading.

Besides meaning physical position, the word “posture” can also be used to mean one’s attitude or
emotional stance. When used in that way, our posture should be one of reverence and eagerness to
hear.

14. Although Srila Prabhupada’s books have been translated into so many languages...



14. Although Srila Prabhupada’s books have been translated into so many languages, he did say that
Sanskrit is the language for addressing God. And in the Adi-lila, Prabhupada states that the study of

Sanskrit grammar is the gateway to education. Is there a need to study Sanskrit?

Answer: Admittedly, Sanskrit is the most sublime language for presenting the Vedic wisdom.
Prabhupada said that Sanskrit poetry can best be appreciated by reading the original Sanskrit, and
that one day people will study Bengali in order to read Caitanya-caritamrta. Some Sanskrit terms,
such as rasa and dharma, cannot be translated exactly, and such words very soon become a part of a
devotee’s vocabulary. But one need not become a pandita or a grammarian to become Krsna
conscious. There are so many Mayavadi Sanskritists in India and Sanskrit scholars in the universities
of America who can juggle suffixes and prefixes, but that alone will not help them at the time of
death. If they do not know Krsna, what is the use of their knowledge?

An interviewer for the Bhavans Journal once asked Prabhupada a technical question about Sanskrit,
and Prabhupada very strongly answered that the Vedic literature is called sruti, not Sanskriti. He
meant that we should hear the Vedic knowledge regardless of the language in which it is presented.
By hearing Prabhupada’s purports in our native tongue, we can imbibe the full nectar of Krsna’s
instructions, and by studying the transliterations, synonyms, and translations as given in
Prabhupada’s books, we can remain in touch with the essential Sanskrit.

15. Do all devotees need to read the Sanskrit verses and synonyms, or are they mainly for scholars?

15. Do all devotees need to read the Sanskrit verses and synonyms, or are they mainly for scholars?

Answer: Historically speaking, Prabhupada first introduced the original Sanskrit for the scholars. The
first chapter of volume one of the First Canto omitted them. Scholars and librarians later advised
Prabhupada to include the Devanagari to make the books more attractive for their purposes. And
when distributing the books to the professors in the universities, we found that they really appreciate
the Devanagari script and the word-for-word synonyms more than the average person. But those
features of the books are not simply for scholars; they have devotional purposes also.

Hearing the meaning of each Sanskrit word helps a devotee approach Krsna. That is why we recite
each Sanskrit word and synonym during the Srimad-Bhagavatam class. It is part of our bhakti-yoga
process. Hearing the word-for-word translations proves to us that Prabhupada has presented the
actual Krsna conscious meanings without misinterpreting the verses. The synonyms give us direct
evidence that the word of God as originally spoken by Lord Krsna—sri bhagavan uvaca—is being
transmitted faithfully. So the Sanskrit synonyms are not just for academic scholars but are for all
devotees. Or we may say that the Sanskrit presentations are for all scholars of ISKCON, in that
Prabhupada has instructed every devotee to become a scholar of the Srimad-Bhagavatam.

16. Some devotees find it easy and relishable to read your books, but...



16. Some devotees find it easy and relishable to read your books, but sometimes it seems difficult or

even austere to read Srila Prabhupada’s books. Could you give us some direction?

Answer: One time a devotee said to Prabhupada, “It is very hard to distribute the Bhagavatam.
Sometimes people see the books and appreciate how they are produced, but they say, “This looks too
deep for me.”” Prabhupada agreed that the Bhagavatam is very deep and that not everyone can
understand it. There is a verse in the Bhagavatam saying that perhaps the Bhagavatam cannot be
understood even by demigods like Lord Brahma, that Vyasadeva may or may not understand it, that
Lord Siva understands it, but that hardly anyone can know its grave meanings. So we admit that
Prabhupada’s books are deep and that one must be advanced to understand them. Nevertheless, we
must approach the Bhagavatam.

If you find my books are easier to read than Prabhupada’s, this does not mean they are superior to
Prabhupada’s. Rather, let my books introduce you to the deeper Bhagavatam. If my books extend the
mercy of Prabhupada’s books down to the fallen souls of this age who cannot read Prabhupada’s
books but who can read an interesting biography or memoir or poem, then we may take that as a
merciful concession to the fallen souls. Such a concession is in harmony with Prabhupada’s desire.
So everyone who reads my books should read Prabhupada’s books.

17. Sometimes devotees turn to other books to hear about...

17. Sometimes devotees turn to other books to hear about risa-Mi or Lord Ramacandra’s pastimes.

Could you say something about hearing from the proper authority through parampara?

Answer: As stated in the Srimad-Bhagavatam, avaisnava mukhodgirnam putam hari-kathamrtam /
sravanam naiva kartavyah sarpocchistam yathah payah: One should not hear topics of Krsna from the
lips of nondevotees. Such topics will have a poisonous effect, just as milk which has been touched by
the lips of a serpent.

Nothing has been left out of Prabhupada’s books. We should not think we have to look elsewhere for
esoteric information. Rather, we should stay under Prabhupada’s protection and receive all of our
knowledge through disciplic succession. In this way, we will not be ruined by hearing from impure
sources.

In May of 1977, we asked Prabhupada whether we could translate other Sanskrit works and distribute
them through the BBT. Prabhupada said yes, but he also said that there is hardly anyone presently
competent enough in Sanskrit to do this. There are now, however, some who are faithful servants of
ISKCON and who can balance the proper understanding with the right preaching mood to produce
translations of the right standard. On various occasions, however, Prabhupada warned about adopting
the mood of the prakrta-sahajiyas by trying to jump prematurely to the understanding of Radha and
Krsna. And he said some books should not be translated, but philosophical literatures like Jiva

Gosvami’s Sat-sandarbha can be presented.



18. In his purports Srila Prabhupada repeatedly states that Krsna is the Supreme Person.
18. In his purports Srila Prabhupada repeatedly states that Krsna is the Supreme Person. Is this

because we need to hear the message many times to really understand?

Answer: Prabhupada’s purports again and again insist that Krsna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead and is therefore the real object of our study. This repetitive insistence makes the reading
nectarean and nourishing, like prasadam.

Technically speaking, one could avoid bringing Krsna into every discussion and even claim that
many slokas Prabhupada translates as being about Krsna actually make no specific mention of Krsna
per se. But such a view is philosophically weak. The fact is that the Vedas are saturated with the
conclusion that Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As Krsna tells Arjuna, vedais ca
sarvair aham eva vedyah: “By all of the Vedas, I am to be known” (Bg. 15.15). Krsna, the son of
Vasudeva, is everything (vasudevah sarvam iti); He is the summum bonum. Unless we understand
this, we will not be saved from the clutches of maya. Therefore, knowledge without Krsna is useless.
It is superficial and misleading to criticize Prabhupada for repeatedly mentioning Krsna in his
purports. If you love Krsna, you will want to talk about him always. Prabhupada is himself saturated
with krsna bhakti, and his talks about Krsna are his mercy on us. By repeatedly hearing his message
with humble submission, all misgivings arising from impatience and inattentiveness will vanish, and
we will more and more taste the nectarean qualities of Prabhupada’s purports.

19. The Gaudiya Math has published many interesting books about our philosophy.

19. The Gaudiya Math has published many interesting books about our philosophy. Is there a reason

why we should not read these books’?

Answer: I once received as a gift a copy of Bilvamangala Thakura’s Krsna-karnamrta (one of the
most elevated books in the world and very much appreciated by Lord Caitanya), as well as a book by
B.K. Sharma on the philosophy of Madhvacarya. I opened Krsna-karnamrta to a page of the
appendix, and across the top of the page I read, “How to become a maidservant of Krsna.” I
immediately closed the book without reading further and picked up the book of philosophy. Printed
on the back cover, I read, “[B.K. Sharma’s] series on Vedanta has raised many new questions.”
“Why,” I thought, “does he simply raise questions instead of answering them?” I decided not to read
that book either.

It is not possible to understand Krsna except by approaching Him through the guru. By reading
Krsna-karnamrta, I may be able to learn some external aspects of the conjugal exchanges of Radha
and Krsna, but that will not help bring me closer to Krsna. Nor will remembering a phrase from that
book at the time of death qualify me for going back to Godhead. Only by serving Srila Prabhupada
will I become so qualified. Therefore, I must understand Krsna by reading only what Prabhupada

wants me to read.



Everything we need to know to develop love of Krsna can be found in Prabhupada’s books.
Prabhupada has faithfully spread the philosophy of Lord Caitanya all over the world, and his works
cannot be duplicated even by his own Godbrothers. There is no need to look elsewhere.

20. The scriptures are called “revealed scriptures” because they...

20. The scriptures are called “revealed scriptures” because they reserve the right to reveal themselves

to someone. Is there anything we can do to prepare ourselves to be a recipient of the secrets?

Answer: As stated in the Vedas, veda brahmeti brahmana, “Only a brahmana is qualified to study the
Vedic literatures.” To receive the scriptures, our lives must be pure. Just as Krsna reveals Himself to
His sincere devotee as the arca-vigraha and in the holy name, so too will He appear in the sastra
when He sees that we are sincerely and submissively following the order of the spiritual master. By
following the process carefully, we will gradually come to see Krsna face to face in the pages of
Srimad-Bhagavatam. So we need not make any special arrangements before we sit down to read.

The best attitude for reading is one that combines a sense of urgency to hear the message with a
mood of submissive appreciation. As the Vedanta-sutra states, athato brahma-jijnasa. This may be
paraphrased to mean, “Now that you are no longer satisfied by inquiring into and trying to enjoy
material varieties, you are ready to study Brahman.” Similarly, when we sit down to read, we should
think, “Now let me study Prabhupada’s books. I am tired of trying to enjoy myself or to be happy by
other means.”

21. What is the value of trying to read if one cannot concentrate or retain anything?

21. What is the value of trying to read if one cannot concentrate or retain anything? Would it not be

better to just do some practical service and in that way become purified enough to read properly?

Answer: If during an occasional reading session our minds are so restless or we are sleeping so much
that our efforts to read are useless, then perhaps it is best to close the book and do some practical
service. But if these problems always arise, we cannot simply shrug our shoulders and give up
reading Prabhupada’s books. We should instead be “practical” about our poor reading habits and take
steps to correct the problems. We may improve our reading habits by reading either silently or aloud
with a devotee friend; we may take notes as we read, or repeat the main points of each purport as we
go along. And we can think of how to better manage our lives in general so as to improve our
concentration when we read. There are many techniques for improving one’s reading habits, and in
this book we are suggesting just a few.

Admittedly, there is not much value in reading without concentration or retention, but we should not
feel that reading is a hopeless endeavor. To engage in other service activities as an alternative to
reading is a diversion in the name of work and escape from our reading obligation. Just as one should
not allow debt, fire, or disease to go unchecked, neither should one be complacent about bad reading
habits.



-- Appendix I: An Essay by Nagaraja dasa

Appendix I
An Essay by Nagaraja dasa

I have always thought it was important to learn verses. It was just one of the things you did as a
devotee—at least it seemed that way when I joined the movement in 1974. T was still in the Air Force
then and could only go to the temple on weekends, but I had my own morning program in my room
on the base. It included a scheduled time for studying verses. By the time I moved into the temple
several months later, I knew about one hundred verses.

I sometimes lament that verse learning is not in vogue as it used to be. Like everything else, it’s
easier when everyone is doing it. We used to see sloka cards everywhere—on bathroom mirrors,
above kitchen sinks, on van dashboards. You almost couldn’t help but learn some of them. I’m not
exactly sure why verse learning was considered so important then, but I still feel it is important.
Probably the main reason we were inspired to learn verses was because we were learning to preach
from Srila Prabhupada, and he always quoted slokas. Prabhupada’s lectures, morning walks, room
conversations, etc., were always full of Vedic sastric references—in Sanskrit. Even though he had
prepared to come to the English-speaking world to spread Krsna consciousness, he still learned
hundreds of Sanskrit verses. He had faith in the potency of delivering the pure vibration of the
original Sanskrit—the language of Vyasadeva, the language of the parampara, the language of Krsna
Himself. It did not matter that the Americans could not understand the language; they would be
purified by the transcendental sound. What to speak of Prabhupada’s use of Sanskrit verses when
preaching to his disciples in later years, he was quoting them in 1966 when lecturing to the
completely naive uptown New Yorkers who had never even seen a picture of Krsna.

I have personal experience of quoting slokas when giving lectures to college students. I usually only
quote one or two complete verses, but I always experience a mood of respectful attentiveness when
the Sanskrit is clearly and boldly enunciated. They seem to be thinking, “This guy really knows his
stuff—quoting from the original Sanskrit!” And, of course, the Vedic authority is impressive. We are
not speaking our own mental concoctions but the direct instruction of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead and the realizations of His pure devotees. It is exhilarating to remember that we are
speaking their exact words.

I think this is probably the most important reason for quoting verses—we are citing the absolute,
unquestionable authority of the Vedic scriptures. As Srila Prabhupada mentions in the Bhagavad-gita,
when speaking in spiritual circles one must refer to the Vedas. We may have experienced, especially

when speaking with Indians, who generally have great respect for the Bhagavad-gita, that a little



working knowledge of the important Sanskrit verses is very impressive and convincing to them. On
the other hand, we may have experienced the frustration of being unable to cite the appropriate verse
to dispel their often misdirected understanding.

Quoting Sanskrit helps to keep us on track. It leaves less room for the mind to drift into speculative
tangents. It is also Prabhupada’s style—that in itself makes it very relishable. There is a tape of
Prabhupada on a walk at the farm in France. He quotes a verse by Rsabhadeva several times with
ecstatic enthusiasm and says, “I like this verse very much!” Srila Prabhupada derived great
transcendental pleasure from quoting the mahajanas like Prahlada, Brahma, and Narada. With full,
realized faith, like a magnificent transcendental warrior, he used their powerful slokas as invincible
weapons against maya. Srila Prabhupada had a whole arsenal of these slokas-weapons, which were
able to defeat every conceivable argument the materially bound souls could muster.

We too can utilize these slokas for defeating philosophical opponents, as well as the attacks of our
own minds. Besides the primary effect of equipping ourselves for preaching with a full repertoire of
slokas, the practice or the endeavor to learn verses is also beneficial. Hearing is the most important
devotional process, but unfortunately. our hearing is not always done so attentively. To memorize
verses, however, one has to concentrate deliberately. My method of learning verses is to look at the
verse minimally but to try to recall it repeatedly and unhesitatingly. This forces the mind to work, and
it prevents one from simply mechanically repeating the verse over and over without it ever “sinking
in.” Of course, we should also know the meaning of the words, at least the most significant ones in
the verse.

Srila Prabhupada set the standard of preaching with continuous references to the Vedic verses. As
ISKCON grows, we are trying to keep Prabhupada in the center by doing things the “Prabhupada
way.” In my experience, knowledge of Sanskrit verses has declined significantly since Srila
Prabhupada’s disappearance. I sometimes hear devotees reading—devotees who have been in the
movement for five or six years—and they cannot even pronounce common Sanskrit sTokas, what to
speak of having memorized them.

Just because Sanskrit is not a popular language at the present time does not mean that we have to
throw out the long-standing tradition of quoting Sanskrit verses in support of the Vaisnava
philosophy. Even in the modern Vaisnava era—since the time of Lord Caitanya—all the acaryas have
either written in Sanskrit or at least have made profuse references to the original Sanskrit verses.
Srila Prabhupada gave us the format for the Srimad-Bhagavatam class, which included chanting the
Sanskrit, repeating the word meanings, and reading the translation. This illustrates Prabhupada’s
desire that we become familiar with the Sanskrit slokas. He spoke about learning verses in a lecture
in Los Angeles, April 14, 1973.

This Sanskrit verse—it is meant for understanding ourselves; it is not meant for simply selling our
books. Every one of you. We are repeating this verse again and again so that you are expected to

chant these mantras. Not that the book is kept—*“I am a very learned scholar.” What kind of learned



scholar? “If I find the book then I can speak.” That is not scholarship. You must chant. Therefore we
are teaching in our Dallas, children, simply to learn Sanskrit. They have nothing to do, nothing else.
They’re not going to be technologists or the servant of everyone. No. We want some generation who
can preach Krsna consciousness. . . . So we want to create a new generation in your country so that in
the future they will be fluent speakers in Srimad-Bhagavatam and preach all over the country. And
your country will be saved. This is our program.

So read Srimad-Bhagavatam. Pronounce the verses very nicely. Therefore, we are repeating. You
hear the records and try to repeat. Simply by chanting the mantra you will be purified.

So each and every verse you should chant very perfectly, nicely. Meditate upon it. That is the process
of progress, advancement in spiritual life. We should get all these verses by heart, and chant, and
offer prayers to the Lord—vandanam. These are made for such purpose.

As the modem representatives of our prestigious sampradaya, we have the responsibility of carrying
on the standard of scholarship demonstrated by our predecessors. We may not have the time nor the
inclination to become Sanskrit scholars, but it is important that we at least learn the important verses

that are so valuable for our purification and our preaching work.



-- Appendix II: The Joys of Listening to Srila Prabhupada’s Tapes

Appendix 11
The Joys of Listening to Srila Prabhupada’s Tapes

Technology achieves a perfection in the taped recordings of Prabhupada’s speech. They are a
wonderful example of matter being dovetailed in Krsna’s service. Prabhupada was himself aware of
the importance of tape recordings, and from his first days in America he took pains to have his
disciples carefully record his talks on a reel-to-reel machine. Although in the early days we did not
know Prabhupada’s intention in keeping his tapes, we have in time come to understand their
significance.

To better appreciate both Prabhupada’s books and tapes, we might consider some of the difference
between them. In his Bhaktivedanta purports, Prabhupada presents the philosophy of Krsna
consciousness by carefully drawing upon the commentaries of the great acaryas of our sampradaya.
In the Srimad-Bhagavatam, Prabhupada develops the philosophy in a more or less systematic way
through the various cantos, and this gives his presentation more of a literary feeling. And
Prabhupada’s books afford us the advantage of studying the original Sanskrit verses. The tapes, on
the other hand, are for the most part extemporaneous talks or lectures that Prabhupada personally
spoke in temples and in various public forums. The tapes allow us to travel with Prabhupada to Los
Angeles or London and there to hear his well-recorded temple room discourses; or we can listen to
Prabhupada lecturing in the noisy ambiance of the 26 Second Avenue storefront. We can hear the
sound of the surf and wind on Venice Beach and the greetings of the passersby in Vrndavana and
Bombay. We can hear Prabhupada answer the challengers in Stockholm and in South Africa, and we
can listen as he speaks over the noises of the streets of Tehran. By entering Prabhupada’s personal
association through his tapes, we can appreciate and relish the strength of his voice and the
inflections, qualities, and deep tones of his speech. In this way, the tapes allow us to deepen our
meditation on Prabhupada, and they afford us different vistas of his preaching mission. To hear
transcendental sound vibration from the lips of a great, saintly person has for centuries been the
traditional way to receive the Vedic knowledge; every follower of Prabhupada should, therefore,
regularly hear Prabhupada’s tapes so that he can have Prabhupada’s association in this special,
intimate way throughout his lifetime. And, of course, to actually hear Prabhupada in action as he
preaches to different kinds and groups of people is a special benediction for all preachers and
lecturers in our movement.

Often devotees find themselves in circumstances that make reading impossible but that allow for the

hearing of Prabhupada’s tapes. This has become especially true since the introduction of small,



highly portable tape players. Devotees can now hear Prabhupada’s lectures in almost every situation
or circumstance that may arise. While driving or cooking or engaging in activities that bring them
into the association of nondevotees, a devotee may take shelter of Prabhupada’s tapes and protect
himself from any mundane vibration. And we sometimes hear of devotees who are bedridden with
prolonged illness but who listen to hundreds of tapes of Prabhupada’s lectures, through which they
derive great spiritual strength and feel their intimate association with Prabhupada. In this way,
virtually every devotee can come to realize the Bhagavatam’s ideal of continuously hearing the topics
of Krsna.

Just as Prabhupada’s books answer all questions, so too do the tapes speak to us and resolve in a
personal way the specific problems or difficulties with which we may be struggling. But to hear the
tapes properly requires attention and a service attitude. Although not a substitute for the books,
Prabhupada’s tapes supplement the books and harmonize with them in a wonderful way, and by
hearing the tapes carefully, we can gain new lights and realizations and thus deepen our Krsna
consciousness.

-SDG



-- Appendix III

Appendix III
I submit the following as a suggestion for how ISKCON can relate to Gaudiya Math persons, and
also as an example how we may confidently preach by giving evidence from Srila Prabhupada’s
books. -SDG

September 28, 1984

Dear Acharya Vishwambhar Goswami,

Please accept my obeisances at your feet. I have received your letter of September 6, and I am
honored to hear from a senior and advanced acarya such as yourself. You were known as a dear
friend to my spiritual master, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, and so, by etiquette, I must
regard you like the spiritual master.

At your request, I will attempt to explain my writings in the book Japa Reform Notebook, with
references to Vedic scripture in support of my statements. But first, let me request you not to take
anything I have written as something to displease you. I know that you are a very good well-wisher
of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. I also want to regard that myself and my
Godbrothers are part of one family, along with yourself and your devotees and members—all of us
are together under the banner of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the six Gosvamis, and the bona fide
disciplic succession. Thus we are both Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya sampradaya. Whatever
explanations I give of my writings will be to try to establish that we are one family, and neither did I
intend it differently in the book Japa Reform Notebook.

You have questioned two different parts, and these you have marked with yellow color. One sentence
is, “Krishna appeared in the womb of ISKCON.” This expression was used in the texts of the Tenth
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam and the purports therein by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

In Chapter One, verse seventeen, mother earth is described as overburdened by hundreds of
thousands of military phalanxes of demons, and thus she approached Lord Brahma for relief. In his
purport, our spiritual master comments about Krsna’s incarnation and he says that nowadays the
world is again preoccupied with arranging for military strength. “Because of the present world
situation,” writes Srila Prabhupada, “Krsna has descended as the Krsna consciousness movement.
This is quite natural, for without the Krsna consciousness movement the world cannot be peaceful
and happy.”

COMMENTARY



Another reference to the Krsna consciousness movement as Krsna’s incarnation occurs in Srila
Prabhupada’s commentary to text twenty-two of Chapter One, where Lord Brahma informs the
demigods that Lord Krsna will appear to mitigate the distress of the earth. In his purport to this verse,
Srila Prabhupada writes, ‘At present also various demoniac states all over the world are increasing
their military power in many ways, and the whole world situation has become distressful. Therefore
Krsna has appeared as His name in the Hare Krsna movement, which will certainly diminish the
burden of the world. Philosophers, religionists, and people in general must take to this movement
very seriously, for man-made plans and devices will not help bring peace on earth. The
transcendental sound, Hare Krsna, is nondifferent from the person Krsna.”

A reference with specific use of the word “womb” occurs in Chapter Two in the Tenth Canto, where
it is described that the Supreme Personality of Godhead was within Devaki’s womb. In the purport to
this verse, Srila Prabhupada writes, “The human society has become so fallen that instead of
understanding the living force within the body, people have become busy with external things.
Therefore, Krsna has taken birth, or taken shelter, within the womb of the Krsna consciousness
movement.” There are other similar references.

By stating that Krsna has appeared within the Krsna consciousness movement, or ISKCON, does not
mean that ISKCON is the exclusive or sole place where Krsna is present. I did not intend to mean
that, nor did Srila Prabhupada in his writings. For example, in the holy temple of Radha-Ramana in
Vrndavana Krsna is appearing as Radha-Ramana. At the same time, Krsna is appearing in Vrndavana
as Radha-Damodara, and He is also appearing as Krsna-Balarama and as Madana-mohana in the
various temples. I don’t think my statement should be taken as a claim for the exclusive presence of
Krsna.

The other phrase of mine you have marked in yellow is as follows: “The holy name has to be chanted
by one who is serving Srila Prabhupada in the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. Then
the chanting is pure. Then the full effect is there.” Again, I did not intend exclusivity. I think this
statement is best understood in the context. In the sentences previous to this one, I mention that the
holy name has to be chanted by a pure devotee. If it is chanted by someone performing sinful acts,
then the full effect will not be there. I gave the example of the American poet Allen Ginsberg, who
brought back the chanting of Hare Krsna from India. But his chanting could not be effective in
spreading love of God because of his sinful activities. Therefore, immediately after giving the
example of the sinful person, I stated that the chanting has to be chanted by one who is serving
Prabhupada.

In this way I am trying to explain it in the context. The Japa Reform Notebook is a book in which I
am teaching the devotees of the ISKCON movement, as well as other devotees who may become
interested in Krsna consciousness. It is a rather intimate book in that sense.

Moreover, these kinds of statements are sometimes made in the name of preaching. For example,

Krsnadasa Kaviraja says in the Caitanya-caritamrta, in effect, that if one does not follow Lord



Caitanya he is a demon. This statement is correct in context. However, Vaisnavas also preach in a
broader way. We also sometimes refer to all the Vaisnavas, not just those who are following Lord
Caitanya, as within the family of Vaisnava sampradaya, the Ramanuja sampradaya, and others. So
sometimes a preacher preaches with great exclusivity and sometimes he speaks in a broader context.
Lord Caitanya even criticized the tattvavadis, who were devotees within the same sampradaya that
Lord Caitanya appeared in, namely the Madhva sampradaya. And yet on another occasion the
followers of Lord Caitanya will speak highly of all the devotees of the Madhva sampradaya and
Vaisnava sampradaya. Our spiritual master would sometimes remark that Jesus Christ was our guru,
and we also distinguish ourselves from the Christian doctrine. If we were to discuss this very
intricately, it becomes a complicated and difficult question. No preacher, or thinker, wants to be
guilty of speaking or writing on a sectarian bias. Yet, inevitably, when one expresses his particular
line of thought, he distinguishes it from other lines of thinking, and that distinction can even be made
in very minute areas and differences.

Therefore, again, I appeal to you in a very personal way to forgive me if I have made you feel that I
was trying to claim that only devotees of ISKCON are bona fide, or that only devotees of ISKCON
can chant purely. I meant that the chanters have to be pure. Certainly there are pure chanters in your
line, which is of course so close to our own ISKCON lines. I do not claim that one is better than
another. I was mostly distinguishing the sinful chanter, like Mr. Ginsberg, from the devotees to whom
I was writing as my audiences for Japa Reform Notebook, the followers of Srila Prabhupada.

I hope this letter has explained things somewhat. If you have any more questions or comments I
would be very grateful to hear from Your Holiness.

I hope this meets you in good health and with your spiritual activities flourishing as always.

Your servant,

Satsvarupa dasa Goswami

His Holiness Acharya Vishwambhar Goswami
Vrndavana, U.P. India

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Editing—Dattatreya dasa, Bimala-devi dasi
Typesetting—Caranaravindam-devi dasi, Candramukhi-devi dasi

Proofreading—Pranada-devi dasi, Kulaja-devi dasi



Sanskrit—Agrahya dasa
Research—Krsna Smaranam-devi dasi
Cover Photo—Nitya-trpta-devi dasi, Bhaktivedanta Archives

I would like to thank Mathuresa dasa for his kind donation to publish this book.



	-- Introduction
	-- Quotes
	-- Reading Reform Journal
	-- Questions and Answers
	-- Appendix I: An Essay by Nagaraja dasa
	-- Appendix II: The Joys of Listening to Srila Prabhupada’s Tapes
	-- Appendix III

